ABDULLAH BECOMES
SERIAL QUITTER WHILE
DEMPSEY CONTINUES
DENYING REALITY

The last 24 hours in Afghanistan are a perfect
summation of the insanity imposed by endless US
occupation.

On the election recount front, after warning for
several days that he might do so, Abdullah
Abdullah has withdrawn his observers from the
audit process. The UN is desperate to see the
process through to the end, as tweeted by
ToloNews:

#UNAMA: The audit process is in its
final stages. The process will move
forward without the reps of either the
camps. #Afghanistan

— TOLOnews (@TOLOnews) August 27, 2014

The Washington Post, in its article on
Abdullah’s withdrawal, holds out hope that he
will continue to take part in the negotiations
on Kerry’s extra-constitutional shared
governance plan:

It was not immediately clear Wednesday
whether Abdullah still planned to
participate in a unity government with
Ghani.

Ghafour Liwal, a Kabul-based political
analyst, said Abdullah’s campaign may be
using the boycott to seek more
concessions from Ghani about his future
role in a new government.

“Abdullah’s team is using the withdrawal
from the audit process as political
pressure,” he said.

Those talks about possible power-sharing
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are “far more important than” the
technical issue of how to conduct the
audit, Liwal said.

The New York Times, though, sees Abdullah as
likely withdrawing from the entire process:

Both Mr. Abdullah and Mr. Ghani pledged
to Secretary of State John Kerry that
they would accept the audit’s
conclusions about who had won the
election and then would form a
government of national unity including
officials from both campaigns.

But it was unclear Wednesday whether Mr.
Abdullah planned to keep that
commitment. He had yet to make a public
comment on the matter, but statements
from his aides have been negative. On
Tuesday, his chief auditor, Fazul Ahmad
Manawi, said that if the campaign’s
demands for changes to the audit were
not met, Mr. Abdullah would pull out of
both the audit and the broader election
process. “We will not continue to be
part of the process, and any result
coming out of it will not be acceptable
to us and will have no credibility to
us,” he said.

Gosh, Abdullah withdraws in the face of
widespread fraud that he is unable to overcome.
We’'ve seen this movie before. Remember that was
eligible to take part in a runoff election
against Karzai in 2009 but withdrew just a few
days before the election, knowing that Karzai
would make sure of his own victory. The runoff
was canceled and Karzai served a second term.

It was already becoming clear as the recount
progressed and Ghani was looking more and more
likely to retain an edge in the “final” count
that he had no intention of really sharing power
with Abdullah, so it seems likely to me that
Ghani will assume the role of president in the
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next few weeks. It seems unlikely that there
will be time for this to play out before the
NATO summit at the end of next week, but the US
(and by extension, NATO) stands ready to allow
extra time for the eventual winner to sign the
Bilateral Security Agreement.

And that brings us to the other insanity front
in Afghanistan in the last 24 hours. Visiting
Afghanistan to preside over the handing off of
ISAF command from Joseph Dunford to John
Campbell, Joint Chiefs Chair Martin Dempsey
proved he is genetically incapable of straying
from the military’s constant Afghanistan script
of “We have the Taliban on the run and things
are improving” no matter how dismal the
situation:

General Dempsey, the highest ranking
U.S. military leader, payed tribute to
General Dunford’s term as the head of
ISAF’'s mission in Afghanistan, expressed
optimism about securing the progress
Afghanistan has made over the past
decade and ensuring the country’s
continued development.

“Last night flying in from the United
States, I landed and took a helicopter
across Afghanistan at night over your
beautiful capital city for the first
time in several months, and I was struck
by the life that was evident on the
streets of Kabul, and it caused me to
believe that Afghanistan is marching
toward the light,” General Dempsey said
on Tuesday.

Really? Here’s the Wall Street Journal relaying
results of a recent analysis of violence in
Afghanistan:

Violence levels across Afghanistan are
steadily rising as U.S.-led troops
return home, an indication that the
Taliban remain determined to fight for
power, according to a report by the
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International Crisis Group set for
release on Monday.

An analysis by the ICG, an independent
conflict-resolution organization,
estimates that the number of insurgent
attacks in Afghanistan increased 15-20%
in 2013 from a year earlier, the first
time such figures will be released
publicly. It added that violence
continued to escalate in the first
months of 2014.

As we approach 13 years since the US invaded and
began its occupation of Afghanistan, our
military touts the strength of a fighting force
it has “trained” while denying that it faces a
continuously strengthening opponent and the
political system that is slated to take over
once our withdrawal is complete now lies in
ruins.



