
BRIEFING CONGRESS
AND DESTROYING
TORTURE TAPES
As I mentioned in this post, I’ve been weeding
through the documents released under FOIA to
Judicial Watch last week. I think they suggest
there’s a much closer relationship between the
CIA misrepresentations on Congressional
Briefings and the destruction of the torture
tapes than we’ve known before.

Nancy Pelosi Was Proved Fucking Right

As you might recall, Judicial Watch pursued this
FOIA because they thought they were going to
catch Nancy Pelosi in a lie.

After the torture memos were released, the
torture apologists tried to claim that Congress
had been briefed on–and had approved–of torture.
But Pelosi pointed out that when CIA briefed her
in September 2002, they did not tell her and
Goss that CIA had already gotten into the
torture business. In spite of the fact that that
was completely consistent with Porter Goss’
tales of Congressional briefing, the press took
Pelosi’s story as an accusation that the CIA had
lied. So the right wing transparency group
Judicial Watch FOIAed the records of
Congressional briefings, with a focus on proving
that Pelosi had lied about having been briefed
about the torture that had already happened.

Perhaps in response to this hullabaloo, the
CIA’s Inspector General started a review of
Congressional–particularly Pelosi–briefings on
June 2, 2009. After about six weeks of reviewing
their documentation, they came to the following
conclusion (starting on PDF 27):

Pelosi was briefed on April
2002,  before  CIA  started
torturing Abu Zubaydah, and
in  September  2002,  in  the
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briefing under discussion.
CIA’s own records regarding
the  September  4,  2002
briefing  are  so  erroneous
they show Jane Harman, not
Pelosi,  received  the
briefing.
The only CIA record on the
content of the September 4,
2002 briefing is the set of
cables  between  Jose
Rodriguez,  (probably)
Jonathan  Fredman,  and  one
other  CTC  person;  this  is
the cable altered after the
fact.
People from the Directorate
of  Operations,  and  James
Pavitt  personally,
repeatedly made claims about
the  content  of  the  Pelosi
briefing over the years, yet
none  of  that  sourced  any
first-hand  knowledge  or
documentation.

That is, as is the case with CIA’s other
briefings on torture, they have no fucking clue
what they briefed to Pelosi.

Which leaves Pelosi and Goss’ consistent claim
that CIA didn’t even tell them they had already
waterboarded Abu Zubaydah 83 times by the time
they briefed them.

Creating the Illusion of Congressional Oversight

But the bigger news, as I pointed out earlier,
is that the CIA appears to have been crafting a
record of Congressional Briefing in conjunction
with their efforts to destroy the torture tapes.
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As my earlier post laid out, Jose Rodriguez
briefed Pelosi and Goss on September 4, 2002.
That was the the day before–according to an
October 25, 2002 cable (see PDF 3)–folks at CIA
HQ started talking in earnest about the danger
of the torture tapes. The following day, the
briefers altered their record of the meeting
(see PDF 84 and PDF 11-12), though we don’t know
what the change entailed. No official Memorandum
for the Record was ever made of the briefing and
there is no record of Stan Moskowitz weighing in
on the accuracy of CTC’s version of the meeting
(though he did receive a BCC of it). In other
words, CTC made a record of the briefing at the
same time as they were laying a plan to destroy
the torture tapes, and CIA deviated from
standard policy by not making any other record
of the briefing (though not completing MFRs of
torture briefings appears to have become a
habit).

As a side note, I’m not certain, but I believe
Jonathan Fredman is one of the other two people
involved–along with Jose Rodriguez–in this. On
PDF 7 of this set, the IG investigation into
Pelosi’s briefings describe the last set of
documents in its possession as one that someone
turned over to DNI leadership on March 23, 2009.
On that date, Jonathan Fredman worked at DNI,
making him a likely person to have been asked
for his documentation on briefing Congress. The
description notes that “he, Director (D)/CTC
[Jose Rodriguez]” and someone else did the
briefing. PDF 11 of the same set quotes from
that email: “On 4 September, D/CTC, C/CTC/LGL,
and [redacted] provided notification…” which I
believe means Fredman–C/CTC/LGL–was the second
of three people in the briefing. PDF 84 of this
set shows the actual email. This notes that the
third person at the briefing was a CTC/Reports
person. If I’m right and Fredman had to turn
over his documentation, the notice of the “BCC”
to Stan Moskowitz would mean that he wrote the
email (because otherwise the BCC wouldn’t show
up). A later description says someone–whom I
believe to be Fredman, given the CTC/LGL return
address–showed it to Rodriguez who determined it
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to be “short and sweet.” In other words,
Fredman, one guy on the hook for translating (or
mistranslating) DOJ’s limits to the torturers in
the field, may have been the guy helping
Rodriguez to tweak that record of the briefing.

But the alteration of the email on the Pelosi-
Goss briefing is not the only temporal tie
between the destruction of the tapes and the
claims about Congressional briefings. As the
exchange of emails from PDF 77-81 makes clear,
it took almost a month for the CIA to get around
to finalizing a cable describing what happened
when they briefed Bob Graham and Richard Shelby
on September 27. In an email exchange dated
October 24, there was some discussion about what
should be included, with one email asking “Why
not include the names–we did in the HPSCI
cable.” It appears that this person wanted
Graham, Shelby, and their staffers named by name
in the CIA’s records (the draft of the cable at
that point referred to them only by title,
whereas later versions of the cable–see PDF
88–include Graham and Shelby’s names, and
presumably those of their staffers). This
exchange–the effort to tailor the record of
Congressional notification–took place the day
before CIA HQ tried to authorize the taping over
of videotapes each day (see PDF 3).

The pattern of discussion about Congressional
briefing continued as CTC kept up its efforts to
destroy the torture tapes. Just two days before
a meeting with George Tenet about destroying the
torture tapes held on January 10, 2003, someone
from CTC/LGL (perhaps Jonathan Fredman)
forwarded the altered version of the cable
recording CTC’s version of the Pelosi briefing;
the invite to the meeting with Tenet (see PDF
36) directs CTC to put together a report
detailing, among other things, CTC’s “plan to
ensure that both the Hill and NSC will support
the decision.” (See PDF 104-105) And that email
was forwarded again by CTC/LGL on June 27, 2003,
between the time CIA’s Inspector General had
interviewed John McPherson about the contents of
the torture tapes on June 18 and when, on July
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18, 2003, operatives in the Field asked for
instructions to destroy media again (recall that
CIA had told Jane Harman they would destroy the
torture tapes after the Inspector General
concluded its review).

In other words, CTC kept pointing back to that
cable–the one they had altered–purportedly
recording the September 4, 2002 briefing as they
made repeated attempts to destroy the torture
tapes.

Crazy Pete’s Timely Briefing

Which brings us back to Crazy Pete Hoekstra’s
role in all of this. As you might recall, Crazy
Pete is the guy who set off the witch hunt
against Pelosi last year when–in response to
widespread horror about the torture memos–he
wrote a WSJ op-ed insisting that Congress was
briefed on and had approved the torture.

It was not necessary to release details
of the enhanced interrogation
techniques, because members of Congress
from both parties have been fully aware
of them since the program began in 2002.
We believed it was something that had to
be done in the aftermath of the 9/11
terrorist attacks to keep our nation
safe. After many long and contentious
debates, Congress repeatedly approved
and funded this program on a bipartisan
basis in both Republican and Democratic
Congresses.

[snip]

Members of Congress calling for an
investigation of the enhanced
interrogation program should remember
that such an investigation can’t be a
selective review of information, or
solely focus on the lawyers who wrote
the memos, or the low-level employees
who carried out this program. I have
asked Mr. Blair to provide me with a
list of the dates, locations and names
of all members of Congress who attended
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briefings on enhanced interrogation
techniques.

Any investigation must include this
information as part of a review of those
in Congress and the Bush administration
who reviewed and supported this program.

Presumably, when he made this and subsequent
claims about who had been briefed, he at least
had some basis for the assertion that Democrats
and Republicans in Congress had been briefed and
had approved of the torture going back to 2002.
He wasn’t at those early briefings. So where did
his (mistaken) certainty come from?

That leads me to a somewhat related question.
What went on at Crazy Pete’s briefing–a briefing
for Crazy Pete alone, without his counterpart
Jane Harman, who had long expressed opposition
to destroying the torture tapes, or his own
staff–on the very day CIA destroyed the torture
tapes?

That’s right. As I have noted in the past, Crazy
Pete Hoekstra (and Duncan Hunter, in a separate
briefing) got a “complete brief” on the torture
program on November 8, 2005, the day the torture
tapes were destroyed.

An MFR lacking real detail (see PDF 32) at least
reveals that Office of Congressional Affairs
head Joe Wippl and C/CTC/LGL (who I believe
would still be Jonathan Fredman) gave the
briefing. A number of chronologies on Member
Briefings included in this FOIA set note that no
staffers attended these two briefings (see, for
example, page 100 of this PDF), and those appear
to be the only briefings for which CIA noted
that no staffers attended. And note, minimal as
the MFR on this is, it is one of just five or
six briefings in the years before the torture
tapes were destroyed for which CIA actually did
do an MFR (one of the others is the briefing at
which Pat Roberts okayed the destruction of the
torture tapes).

In other words, this was one of the few torture
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briefings CIA’s Office of Congressional Affairs
saw fit to memorialize. They don’t say what was
briefed, really, but they’ve got proof that two
men from the CIA briefed Crazy Pete and just
Crazy Pete on something related to the torture
program the day CIA destroyed the torture tapes.

It’s not definitive they were talking about the
torture tapes, mind you; after all, the torture
apologists were in full court press trying to
prevent McCain’s Detainee Treatment Act from
taking away all the torture toys.

But one more thing suggests there may be a
connection. On the evening of the same day Crazy
Pete got this briefing, the same day CIA
destroyed the torture tapes, someone sent an
email with a list of all Congressional briefings
related to the torture program (see page 90-92
of the second PDF). It says only, “Per your
request please find attached List of Members who
have been briefed and a couple of other
categories.” The list is interesting for two
reasons. First, because the email forwarded a
list with some key errors, in that it listed
Harman, not Pelosi, as having been briefed at
the first torture briefing in September 2002
(with a handwritten note, “error, it is Pelosi
per 145166″). It also includes an error that
remained in the CIA’s own records until last
year, showing Goss, not Crazy Pete, as the Chair
in a meeting in March 2005 (it’s unclear the
meeting with Harman happened; what appears to
have happened instead is an extra briefing with
Dick Cheney for Pat Roberts and Jay
Rockefeller).

More interestingly, the Crazy Pete and Hunter
briefings–which had taken place that very
day–were already in the Excel spreadsheet
showing all the briefings. It’s as if they
briefed Crazy Pete and Hunter just so they could
print this out as part of a CYA attempt to say
that Congress had approved the torture tape
destruction. And maybe Crazy Pete and Hunter did
just that.

The Briefings and John Durham’s Investigation
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All of which leads me to wonder whether the
false claims about CIA’s briefing of Congress
plays into the investigation of the torture tape
destruction.

One thing that suggests there might be a
connection between these Congressional briefing
issues and the torture tape destruction is the
release of documents–for the first time–points
to Jose Rodriguez directly. In the same way the
last major document dump appears to have been
tied to John McPherson’s testimony before the
grand jury (and therefore seemed to be triggered
by events in Durham’s investigation), this one
seems to be triggered, at least partly, from a
willingness on the part of CIA or DOJ to release
documents on Jose Rodriguez.

And they name Rodriguez directly, not just by
title. I find that particularly odd, because his
role in briefing Pelosi has been religiously
guarded over the last year, even from reporters
with great ties to CIA.

Then there’s this other detail. The email and
briefing list from November 8, 2005–recording
Crazy Pete and Duncan Hunter’s briefings–has a
Bates stamp in a form that several of the last
big torture FOIA documents did, reading 5/12/08
TCG 145226-145228. The Bates number is stamped
roughly 12,000 numbers–and 11 days–after the
“Timeline Regarding Destruction of Abu Zubaydah
Videotapes” (see PDF 38-39). Mind you, I’ve just
guessed that those TCG numbers are a Durham-
related Bates, but the date shows an interest
from someone in 2008. And it must be an interest
in one original copy, since all show the
correction regarding Pelosi’s briefing (though,
curiously, at least three copies of this very
document appear in the FOIA set, suggesting it
was circulated after the stamp was attached).

None of that is definitive, of course. But the
picture of alterations and errors in
Congressional briefing, along with the way in
which some of those events coincided with others
known events in the torture tape destruction,
suggests there may be a connection.
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CIA CHANGED THE
PELOSI BRIEFING
DESCRIPTION AFTER
DECIDING TO DESTROY
TORTURE TAPES
I’m working on some deep weeds for a post later
on Monday (hopefully).

But as a preliminary to them, I wanted to point
out a minor–but very critical–bit of timing.

As I pointed out in the comments to this thread,
someone (I’ll show in my new weedy post why it
might be then-Counterterrorism Center Legal
Counsel Jonathan Fredman) changed the initial
description of the briefing that Jose Rodriguez
and two others (I believe Fredman was one of the
two) gave to Porter Goss and Nancy Pelosi on
September 4, 2002. To see the documents showing
discussing the alteration (but not the content
of it), see PDF 84 of this set and PDF 11-12 of
this set.

That’s suspicious enough. But as the email
discussions of destroying the torture tape show
(see PDF 3), the briefing and the alteration to
the briefing record happened the day before and
the day after–respectively–the day “HQS
elements” started talking seriously about
destroying the torture tapes.

On 05 September 2002, HQS elements
discussed the disposition of the
videotapes documenting interrogation
sessions with ((Abu Zubaydah)) that are
currently being stored at [redacted]
with particular consideration to the
matters described in Ref A Paras 2 and 3
and Ref B para 4. As reflected in Refs,
the retention of these tapes, which is
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not/not required by law, represents a
serious security risk for [redacted]
officers recorded on them, and for all
[redacted] officers present and
participating in [redacted] operations.

[snip]

Accordingly, the participants determined
that the best alternative to eliminate
those security and additional risks is
to destroy these tapes [redacted]

So here’s what this looks like in timeline form:

September 4, 2002: Jose Rodriguez,
C/CTC/LGL (probably Fredman) and a CTC
Records officer brief Porter Goss and
Nancy Pelosi on Abu Zubaydah’s
treatment. According to both Goss and
Pelosi, CIA briefs them on torture
techniques, but implies they are
hypothetical techniques that might be
used in the future, not the past.

September 5, 2002: Unnamed people at CIA
HQ discuss destroying the torture tapes,
ostensibly because of danger to CIA
officers conducting the torture.

September 6, 2002: Someone (possibly
Jonathan Fredman or someone else in
CTC’s Legal department) alters the
initial description of the Goss-Pelosi
briefing, eliminating one sentence of
it. “Short and sweet” Rodriguez
responded to the proposed change.

September 9, 2002: CIA records show a
scheduled briefing for Bob Graham and
Richard Shelby to cover the same
materials as briefed in the Goss-Pelosi
briefing. The September 9 briefing never
happened; Graham and Shelby were
eventually briefed on September 27, 2002
(though not by Rodriguez personally).

September 10, 2002: The altered
description of the briefing is sent



internally for CTC records. This
briefing is never finalized by Office of
Congressional Affairs head Stan
Moskowitz into a formal Memorandum for
the Record.

Or, to put it more plainly, they briefed Pelosi,
decided they wanted to destroy the torture tapes
(there’s no record Pelosi was told about the
tapes), and then tweaked the record about what
they had said to Pelosi.

WHY WERE THE
TORTURE TAPES
DESTROYED?
Bob Baer has a column out stating that he can’t
figure out why the torture tapes were
destroyed–and repeating CIA spin claiming the
torture depicted in the tapes should not,
itself, be a legal problem, since it was
approved by DOJ. (h/t cs)

Did the CIA want to destroy graphic
evidence of sleep-deprivation or
waterboarding? They were interrogation
methods approved by the Department of
Justice in memos sent to the CIA, and
therefore shouldn’t have been deemed a
legal problem. The closest thing we come
to answer is an internal CIA e-mail
released last Thursday, in which an
unidentified CIA officer writes that
Rodriguez decided to destroy the tapes
because they made the CIA “look
horrible; it would be devastating to
us.”

[snip]

I haven’t been able to clear up the
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mystery either, beyond the fact that a
former CIA officer aware of the details
of the 2002 interrogation of the two al-
Qaeda suspects told me that the tapes’
images were “horrific.” He believes that
although the interrogations fell within
the guidelines provided by the
Department of Justice, if the public
ever saw them, it would conclude that
“enhanced interrogation” is just another
name for torture.

Those of you who have been following along
already know this, but I thought I ought to sum
up what we do know–but what Baer’s CIA sources
aren’t telling him.

First, Baer’s source who “believes … the
interrogations fell within the guidelines
provided by the Department of Justice” is
wrong–at least so long as we’re talking DOJ’s
written guidelines. As CIA’s Inspector General
made clear, the waterboarding that was depicted
on the tapes in 2003 did not fall within the
limits of the Bybee Two memo, both because the
torturers used far more water, forced it down
Abu Zubaydah’s throat, and used it with far more
repetition than allowed by the memo.
Furthermore, the torturers exceeded even the
guidelines the Counterterrorism Center set on
sleep deprivation–though Yoo may (or may not
have) have set the limit in the Bybee Two memo
high enough to cover what had already been done
to Abu Zubaydah. Folks in the IG’s office had
about seven more pages of concerns about what
was depicted on the torture tapes (PDF
86-93)–but that all remains redacted.

So the tapes did not, in fact, match the written
guidelines DOJ gave them. The torturers claim to
have kept John Yoo and others up-to-date on
their variances, but John Yoo’s statements thus
far challenge that claim.

And in any case, that only describes the
evidence on the torture tapes as they existed in
2003 when the IG reviewed them and presumably in

http://emptywheel.firedoglake.com/2009/04/17/the-bybee-memo-cant-be-used-for-good-faith-defense-on-water-boarding/
http://emptywheel.firedoglake.com/2010/04/16/how-abu-zubaydahs-sleep-deprivation-got-out-of-control/
http://www.aclu.org/national-security/torture-foia-torture-documents-released-4152010
http://www.aclu.org/national-security/torture-foia-torture-documents-released-4152010
http://emptywheel.firedoglake.com/2010/04/19/who-is-lying-the-torturers-or-john-yoo/
http://emptywheel.firedoglake.com/2010/04/19/who-is-lying-the-torturers-or-john-yoo/


2005 when CIA destroyed them.

The other, potentially bigger problem for those
depicted in the torture tapes has to do with
what once appeared on the 15 tapes that the
torturers altered before November 30, 2002, when
CIA lawyer John McPherson reviewed them. Before
that point, the torturers had altered 21 hours
of the torture tapes, which covered at least two
of the harshest torture sessions. Had someone
done forensics on the tapes before they were
destroyed, we might have learned what happened
during those 21 hours. But by destroying the
tapes completely, the CIA prevented that from
happening.

I’m  guessing–though  it’s  only  a
guess–that was the point.
None of that helps to explain Baer’s other
questions, such as whether Jose Rodriguez get
approval from anyone senior to him before he
ordered the tapes destroyed (though we do have
further evidence that David Addington and
Alberto Gonzales both opposed destroying the
tapes)?

I am, however, interested in the question he
ends his piece with: why was CIA–and not
DOD–tasked with these interrogations?

But what’s really too bad is that Durham
hasn’t been tasked with explaining the
broader mystery of why, in the first
place, the CIA is even interrogating
prisoners of war. The 1947 National
Security Act established the CIA as a
civilian spy agency, not as some
Pentagon backroom where you get to do
things you don’t want the American
people to find out about. But more to
the point, the military is much better
equipped to interrogate prisoners. It
has its own interrogation school at Fort
Huachuca, not to mention hundreds of
language-qualified and experienced
interrogators. It also has the Uniform
Code of Military Justice to deal with
interrogations that have gone bad. (Some
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almost inevitably do.) Unlike the CIA,
military interrogators have immediate
access to legal counsel. It’s not an
accident that military misdeeds such as
those at Abu Ghraib go right to trial,
while CIA investigations drag on for
years — and drag down morale.

Because that may well have been the point, you
know? And it may well have been why the torture
tapes were destroyed.

The torturers appear to have been more
interested in testing the limits of Abu
Zubaydah’s human endurance than they were in
getting usable intelligence from him. And one of
the things those tapes may well have shown was
up to 21 hours of human
experimentation–potentially pushing techniques
like waterboarding and sleep deprivation beyond
all limits, potentially using techniques like
mock burial the torturers asked for but didn’t
get approved, and potentially using other
techniques entirely.

CIA’S LAWYER DID NOT
FIND ALTERATION OF
TORTURE TAPES
“NOTEWORTHY”
As I noted in my last thread, the latest ACLU
document dump is here. And this is, indeed, the
set of documents John Durham was withholding for
his investigation.

I’ve long been interested in the role of the
earlier destruction of the torture tapes in
Durham’s investigation. As you recall, in
December 2002, when the interrogators were
getting antsy to destroy the torture tape, a CIA
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Office of General Counsel lawyer, John
McPherson, reviewed the torture tapes to make
sure they matched the cables. He reportedly said
the tapes matched the logbooks and the direction
the interrogators received. But when CIA’s
Inspector General reviewed the tapes in May
2003, they discovered that 15 of the tapes were
largely or completely blank and or damaged.

OIG found 11 interrogation tapes to be
blank. Two others were blank except for
one or two minutes of recording. Two
others were broken and could not be
reviewed. OIG compared the videotapes to
logs and cables and identified a 21-hour
period of time” which included two
waterboard sessions” that was not
captured on the videotapes.

I’ve long wondered whether one of the reasons
the CIA destroyed the torture tapes is because a
review of the tapes would have revealed that the
torturers altered the tapes to avoid capturing
certain activities on video. The latest dump
appears to confirm this happened before December
2002.

On January 9, 2003, McPherson did a report on
his review of the tapes (PDF 24-28). Though it
is heavily redacted, it appears that he reviewed
the log book and the video, claimed to have
watched every minute of the video, and declared
that the video accurately reflected what had
been recorded in the logbook.

Note, it is not clear from the unredacted
materials whether he reviewed the guidance to
the interrogators as to what they were supposed
to be doing–even though that was purportedly one
of the reasons he conducted the review.

It appears that PDF 33-37 is the interview
report the Inspector General did with McPherson
on June 17, 2003, after they had reviewed the
torture tapes themselves in May 2003. This
report appears to show McPherson admitting that
he saw some of the tapes were partially blank,



or had snow on them.

[Redacted] for many of the tapes one 1/2
or 3/4 of the tape “there was nothing.”
[Redacted] on some tapes it was apparent
that the VCR had been turned off and
then turned back on right away.
[Redacted] on other tapes the video
quality was poor and on others the tape
had been reused (taped over) or not
recorded at all. [Redacted] The label on
some tapes read “interrogation session,”
but when viewed there was just snow.
[Redaction] did not make note of this in
[redaction] report. [Redaction]
estimated that “half a dozen” videotapes
had been taped over or were “snowy.”

Though he claims not to have noticed that two of
the tapes were broken (though perhaps they were
broken later). When asked why he had not
reported the blank tapes in his report,
McPherson said he didn’t find that “noteworthy.”

Furthermore, it appears to indicate that
McPherson had not reviewed the guidelines given
to the interrogators when he did his review.

When asked if it was consistent with
guidance [redacted] would have to check
guidance before answering.

In other words, his review did not do what it
was purported to do. It did not review whether
the interrogators were following guidelines.

After the initial December 2002 review, CIA gave
clear instructions to the interrogators not to
destroy or edit the tapes. However, it appears
that the review–inasmuch as it didn’t reveal
glaring concerns with the tapes and didn’t
actually review whether the interrogators were
following instructions–was largely a whitewash
of the original tapes in an effort to green
light their destruction.



DURHAM GOING AFTER
THE FIRST DESTRUCTION
OF TORTURE TAPES?
Bmaz had a post up this yesterday, based on this
WaPo story, concluding that we’re not going to
have real accountability for the destruction of
the torture tapes. (Thanks to bmaz for minding
the shop while I feted mr. ew’s birthday.)

While I agree with bmaz generally that we’re not
going to get real accountability out of this
investigation, I’m not sure I agree with bmaz’s
other conclusions. Here’s why.

As bmaz noted, the big piece of news in this
story is that Durham just did or is about to
give immunity to John McPherson, who appears to
be the CIA Office of General Counsel lawyer who
reviewed the torture tapes in November to
December 2002, purportedly to make sure the
tapes matched the descriptions of allowable
torture in the Bybee Two memo.

Assistant U.S. Attorney John H. Durham,
who is leading the investigation,
recently bestowed immunity from
prosecution on a CIA lawyer who reviewed
the tapes years before they were
destroyed to determine whether they
diverged from written records about the
interrogations, two sources familiar
with the case said. That could signal
that the case is reaching its final
stages. Durham has been spotted at
Justice Department headquarters in
Washington over the past few weeks, in
another signal that his work is
intensifying.

The agency lawyer, John McPherson, could
appear before a grand jury later this
month or in April, according to the
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sources, who spoke on the condition of
anonymity because the investigation
continues. CIA lawyers have been
essential to understanding the episode
because they offered advice to agency
personnel about handling the tapes, and
whether they should have been included
when agency records were turned over in
other court cases. McPherson is not
thought to be under criminal jeopardy
but had previously hesitated to testify,
the sources said.

As you recall, the CIA IG Report gave us two
critical pieces of information about this
review:

The CIA OGC lawyer (presumably, McPherson)
reported that the tapes did match the
descriptions of allowable torture in the Bybee
Two memos.

An OGC attorney reviewed the videotapes
in November and December 2002 to
ascertain compliance with the August
2002 DoJ opinion and compare what
actually happened with what was reported
to Headquarters. He reported that there
was no deviation from the Do] guidance
or the written record.

But the CIA OGC’s own review of the torture
tapes revealed that the waterboarding shown on
the tapes did not match the descriptions of
allowable waterboarding.

OIG’s review of the videotapes revealed
that the waterboard technique employed
at was different from the technique as
described in the DoJ opinion and used in
the SERE training.

The implication, then, is that McPherson was not
entirely truthful when he claimed the torturers
had not exceeded the allowable limits when he
did his review.

http://www.aclu.org/oigreport/


Which explains why his lawyer worked to get him
immunity before he testified, and explained why
Durham hasn’t given it before now: this
McPherson appears to have lied in his review of
the torture tapes.

And there’s one more detail of importance. As
you recall, when the CIA IG reviewed the torture
tapes in May 2003 (that is, five months after
McPherson’s review), there were 15 tapes in some
state of damage or erasure.

OIG found 11 interrogation tapes to be
blank. Two others were blank except for
one or two minutes of recording. Two
others were broken and could not be
reviewed. OIG compared the videotapes to
logs and cables and identified a 21-hour
period of time” which included two
waterboard sessions” that was not
captured on the videotapes.

You see, John Durham is investigating two
incidents of torture tape destruction: the
first, when in 2002 or 2003 someone removed
evidence of two sessions of waterboarding (and
potentially, the use of mock burial that would
be declared torture by John Yoo) from the
videotapes. And the second one, on November 8,
2005, when someone destroyed all the tapes,
which not only destroyed evidence of
waterboarding that violated the terms of the
Bybee Two memo, but also destroyed evidence of
the first round of destruction.

And John McPherson is likely the only person who
can pinpoint when the first round of destruction
occurred, before or after November-December
2002.

Now, all that doesn’t tell us precisely what
Durham is after or whom, though I’d suggest he’s
at least as interested in the people in the loop
of the first round of destruction as the second.

Which means it is almost certainly premature to
suggest that Jose Rodriguez is in the clear
here. The WaPo focuses on Rodriguez’ role, as
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head of the Directorate of Operations in 2005,
in ordering the 92 tapes to be entirely
destroyed. But my analysis here suggests his
role in 2002-3, when he was head of CIA
Counterterrorism Center, is just as important.
And if, as WaPo suggests, someone working
closely with Rodriguez lied to the grand jury,
then chances are good that Rodriguez was
involved in the activities involved in the
subject of lying. (Remember that Rodriguez’
lawyer, Robert Bennett, has consistently refused
to let Rodriguez testify under oath, preferring
instead to produce fictions about Rodriguez’
role for the WaPo to obligingly print.)

I agree with bmaz in concluding that this
inquiry is likely not to charge anything beyond
obstruction or false statements. But if the
target is Rodriguez, which I’d bet money to be
the case, he’s not directly responsible for the
torture in any case.

TORTURE TAPES AND
CIA RETIREMENTS
Jose Rodriguez retired and John Rizzo withdrew
his nomination to be CIA General Counsel just as
the CIA was becoming aware again of the torture
tape destruction.

THE CIA ASKED TO
DESTROY TORTURE
TAPES ON SAME DAY
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THEY CLAIMED THEY
DIDN’T TORTURE
As William Ockham has noted, there is a new–very
informative–Vaughn Index and Declaration out.
I’ll have much more to say about these. But for
now, look at what documents 3 and 4 from the
Vaughn Index tell us about the timing of the
torture tape destruction.

November 1, 2005: Bill Frist briefed on
torture.

November 1, 2005: Dana Priest reveals
the use of black sites in Europe. In
response, CIA starts moving detainees
from the countries in question.

November 3, 2005: Leonie Brinkema
inquires whether govt has video or audio
tapes of interrogations. CIA IG Report
on Manadel al-Janabi’s death completed.

November 4, 2005: Member of Congress
writes four page letter to CIA IG.

November 8, 2005: CIA requests
permission to destroy torture tapes. CIA
reaffirms March 2005 statement that all
interrogation methods are lawful. Duncan
Hunter briefed on torture. Pete Hoekstra
briefed on torture.

November 9, 2005: CIA confirms
destruction of torture tapes.  Doug Jehl
article on spring 2004 CIA IG report on
interrogation methods appears.

November 14, 2005: Govt tells Brinkema
it has no audio or video tapes.

That is, the CIA requested to destroy the
torture tapes in email on November 8, 2005. They
confirmed the destruction on November 9. Not
surprisingly, after Leonie Brinkema had asked
about videotapes. But also right in the middle
of debates about McCain’s Detainee Treatment
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Act. And note that briefing for Crazy Pete
Hoekstra–but not the other Dems in Intelligence
Committee leadership–on the same day that CIA
started asking to destroy the torture tapes.

SURPRISE! MORE
SUPPRESSED TORTURE
TAPES
Did Susan Crawford admit the government had
tortured Mohammed al-Qahtani because she knew
there were tapes that might come out?

CIA OIG’S WILD PARSING
ABOUT WHAT WAS
“DEPICTED” ON THE
TORTURE TAPES
Back in January 2008, the CIA’s OIG claimed it
did not launch its investigation into torture in
response to an allegation of wrongdoing. But
that’s not what the IG Report itself said.

NYT NEGLECTS TO
MENTION FOGGO AND
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THE TORTURE TAPES
There’s a keystone to understanding the story
from David Johnston (who frequently regurgitates
highly motivated leaks) and Mark Mazzetti (CIA’s
guy at NYT) on Dusty Foggo’s role in setting up
the black sites run by the CIA: Foggo’s
testimony in the torture tape investigation.
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