TEN DAYS AFTER DAVID
SLATER TOLD HIS
HONEYPOT AMERICAN
OFFICIALS WERE
TRAVELING TO KYIV,
LLOYD AUSTIN AND
TONY BLINKEN ARRIVED

I’'ve been puzzling over how the government
discovered that retired Lieutenant Colonel David
Franklin Slater was leaking classified
information to a honeypot he met on an online
dating site.

But it seems likely that it arose from a
counter-reaction to information he leaked about
a trip of two officials to Ukraine.

On April 13, 2022, according to the indictment,
Slater shared information about Russian
capabilities in Ukraine.

[OIn or about April 13, 2022, DAVID
FRANKLIN SLATER transmitted classified
NDI regarding Russian military
capabilities relating to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

[snip]

On or about April 13, 2022, in the
District of Nebraska and elsewhere, the
defendant, DAVID FRANKLIN SLATER, having
authorized possession of, access to, and
control over information relating to the
national defense, willfully
communicated, delivered, and transmitted
that information to a person not
entitled to receive it with reason to
believe such information could be used
to the injury of the United States or to
the advantage of any foreign nation: to
wit, DAVID FRANKLIN SLATER transmitted


https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/03/07/ten-days-after-david-slater-told-his-honeypot-american-officials-were-traveling-to-kyiv-lloyd-austin-and-tony-blinken-arrived/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/03/07/ten-days-after-david-slater-told-his-honeypot-american-officials-were-traveling-to-kyiv-lloyd-austin-and-tony-blinken-arrived/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/03/07/ten-days-after-david-slater-told-his-honeypot-american-officials-were-traveling-to-kyiv-lloyd-austin-and-tony-blinken-arrived/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/03/07/ten-days-after-david-slater-told-his-honeypot-american-officials-were-traveling-to-kyiv-lloyd-austin-and-tony-blinken-arrived/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/03/07/ten-days-after-david-slater-told-his-honeypot-american-officials-were-traveling-to-kyiv-lloyd-austin-and-tony-blinken-arrived/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/03/07/ten-days-after-david-slater-told-his-honeypot-american-officials-were-traveling-to-kyiv-lloyd-austin-and-tony-blinken-arrived/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/03/07/ten-days-after-david-slater-told-his-honeypot-american-officials-were-traveling-to-kyiv-lloyd-austin-and-tony-blinken-arrived/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/air-force-employee-indicted-unlawful-disclosure-classified-national-defense-information
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/air-force-employee-indicted-unlawful-disclosure-classified-national-defense-information
https://www.justice.gov/opa/media/1340961/dl?inline

SECRET information regarding -Russia’s
war against Ukraine to Co-Conspirator 1.

The next day, his honeypot thanked him for
advance notice of two officials who were
traveling to Kyiv.

On or about April 14, “My sweet Dave,
thanks for the valuable information,
it's great that two officials from the
USA are going to Kyiv.”

Ten days later, Tony Blinken and Lloyd Austin
arrived in Kyiv.

At a hearing on Tuesday, Magistrate Judge
Michael Nelson granted the government’s request
to treat this as a complex case (possibly
because it’ll require CIPA). With the
government’s consent, Slater was given pretrial
release.
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