
THE POST-INDICTMENT
HUNTER BIDEN
WARRANT INCLUDED
THE LAPTOP
The Delaware District Court has started
unsealing the dockets Judge Maryellen Noreika
ordered unsealed last week.

Remember how I said that getting a new warrant
to parallel construct evidence already obtained
wouldn’t cause a problem, but misleading a judge
might?

Well, this is the kind of thing that might cause
a problem.

Here’s how Derek Hines described the post-
indictment warrant.

In August 2019, IRS and FBI
investigators obtained a search warrant
for tax violations for the defendant’s
Apple iCloud account. 2 In response to
that warrant, in September 2019, Apple
produced backups of data from various of
the defendant’s electronic devices that
he had backed up to his iCloud account.
3 Investigators also later came into
possession of the defendant’s Apple
MacBook Pro, which he had left at a
computer store. A search warrant was
also obtained for his laptop and the
results of the search were largely
duplicative of information investigators
had already obtained from Apple. 4 Law
enforcement also later obtained a search
warrant to search the defendant’s

https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/01/29/the-post-indictment-warrant-actually-included-the-laptop/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/01/29/the-post-indictment-warrant-actually-included-the-laptop/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/01/29/the-post-indictment-warrant-actually-included-the-laptop/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/01/29/the-post-indictment-warrant-actually-included-the-laptop/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/01/26/confirmed-david-weiss-only-got-a-gun-crime-icloud-warrant-81-days-after-indicting/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2024/01/27/parallel-poisons-derek-hines-misrepresentations-about-his-post-indictment-investigation/
https://www.emptywheel.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Screenshot-2024-01-29-at-18.55.09.png
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24362691-240116-selective


electronic evidence for evidence of
federal firearms violations and to seize
such data. 5

2 District of Delaware Case No. 19-234M
and a follow up search warrant, District
of Delaware Case Number 20-165M.

3 The electronic evidence referenced in
this section was produced to the
defendant in discovery in advance of the
deadline to file motions.

4 District of Delaware Case No. 19-309M

5 District of Delaware Case No.
23-507M. [my emphasis]

That led me to believe that the warrant targeted
only Hunter’s iCloud content.

It was broader than that. It also targeted the
laptop itself.

Here are the RECAP links to the dockets that
will, eventually, include the warrants.

August 29, 2019: Original iCloud warrant;
warrant return

December 13, 2019: Original laptop warrant;
warrant return

July 10, 2020 iCloud warrant; warrant return

December 4, 2023: Post-indictment warrant;
warrant return (less attachments)

Update.

Oh. Here’s the search warrant return for the
warrant obtained in December.

The FBI Agent didn’t sign the search warrant
return until … oh! Today!
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