A SECOND TRUMP TERM
WOULD REPLACE
COMPETENT CORRUPT
PEOPLE WITH
INCOMPETENT ONES

Steve Neukam is one of the Messenger scribes who
often chases Dick Pics with little care for the
actual evidence.

In the middle of a paragraph quoting an
anonymous Republican saying that Republicans
don’t even need direct financial ties to Joe
Biden to impeach him, for example, Neukam treats
the factual explanation that Republicans are
trying to impeach Joe Biden based on loans he
made to his family while a private citizen as a
brush-off.

The source close to Trump also said
Comer “set the bar too high” for an
impeachable offense, attempting to prove
a direct payment to Joe Biden in the
probe. The investigation spent weeks
rolling out payments to Joe Biden from
Hunter Biden and James Biden, the
president’s son and brother, which the
White House and Biden allies brushed off
as loan repayments. Proving a direct
payment to the president, the source
said, was not necessary. [my emphasis]

But by being a committed Dick Pic Sniffer,
Neukam has hit paydirt with a story quoting a
slew of MAGAts trying to blame James Comer, and
James Comer exclusively, that Republicans
haven’t even succeeded in the single thing they
tried to do with their House majority last year:
Impeach Joe Biden.

Comer has led a”clueless investigation” at best
and — at worst — “a disaster.”
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“It’'s been a parade of embarrassments.”
[snip]

“James Comer continues to embarrass
himself and House Republicans. He screws
up over and over and over,” the source
said. “I don’'t know how Republicans
actually impeach the president based on
his clueless investigation and lack of
leadership.”

[snip]

“It seems like they got played by Hunter

n

Biden,” one senior House GOP aide said.
“It was a disaster. They looked like

buffoons.”

Behind these hilarious quotes, however, is a
particular power structure, one that is actually
far more telling than the quotes.

The same article that claims that Comer’s
problem is that he was picked because of his
fundraising prowess..

“This is why we shouldn’t pick our
chairman based on how much money they

n

raise,” another member told Moskowitz,

according to the congressman.

.. Has these two deliciously contradictory claims
about Mike Johnson’'s impotence, a Speaker picked
in spite of his non-existing fundraising record.

The Republican lawmaker who took his
complaints of Comer to the speaker’s
office was told that Johnson is aware of
the problem, agrees with the criticism
but can’t really do much other than
watch and shake his head, the lawmaker
told The Messenger.

[snip]

Top House Republicans stand next to
Comer amid the intra-party criticism.
Johnson told The Messenger that he is



“fully supportive” of the chairman’s
work.

“I am grateful for the superb efforts of
Chairman Comer,” the speaker said in a
statement to The Messenger. “Without his
and the other investigators’ work, we
wouldn’t have uncovered the millions in
foreign funds going to the Biden family,
the dozens of exchanges between the
President and Hunter Biden’s clients,
and the litany of lies the White House
has told.”

Meanwhile, at least some of the people griping
are people close to Trump venting because the
House GOP hasn’t delivered on Trump'’s demands.

Twice-impeached Trump himself threatened
House Republicans in August to impeach
Biden “or fade into OBLIVION.”

[snip]
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“You have to start producing,” a Trump
ally said. “The base is starting to get
more and more frustrated with him
because they see all this smoke but they

don’'t see the movement.”

It is virtually certain that many of the
Republicans quoted here (with the possible
exception of Jim Jordan’s chief counsel Steve
Castor) suffer from the very same problems James
Comer has faced in this investigation. They're
incompetent. They exist in a Fox/Newsmax bubble
that rewards feral loyalty, incompetence, and
lies. When exposed to any real scrutiny, those
lies crumble.

You won't find them reflecting on whether their
own false claims have contributed to the
hilarity of Comer’s failures. Amid increasing
concerns that Republicans will lose the House in
November, they’re busy passing the blame, even
while they ignore an even bigger underlying
problem.
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One reason this impeachment has failed, thus
far, is because they’re pursuing impeachment for
the sake of impeachment. One reason this
impeachment has failed, thus far, is because the
House GOP has dedicated their entire first year
to delivering whatever Trump demanded, when he
demanded it, irrespective of whether it served
their own interests or was justified by anything
but Trump’s petulant demands.

Of course, none of the Republicans quoted here
(Neukam also relies on Jared Moskowitz’s second-
hand claims about what Republicans have told
him) would admit they’re no different than
Comer. They could do no better.

The Republicans on these committees have, like
Comer, gleefully made false claims about smoking
guns for which they had no evidence, for
example. These Republicans continue to chase
every one of Comer’s new diversions, in hope
somewhere there’ll be evidence.

This is the persistent problem with claims —
renewed today from the NYT team — that Trump
will use DOJ to pursue partisan retribution.

[Maggie] He and his allies have also
been clear that a big agenda item is
eroding the Justice Department’s
independence.

Charlie: Yes, Trump has vowed to use his
power over the Justice Department to
turn it into an instrument of vengeance
against his political adversaries. This
would end the post-Watergate norm that
the department carries out criminal
investigations independently of White
House political control, and it would be
a big deal for American-style democracy.

He already did this!!! No matter how many times
NYT claims this would be a new development, none
of it can eliminate the evidence that Trump's
focus on retribution began when he ordered
investigations into Hillary and John Kerry under
Jeff Sessions and accelerated as Bill Barr tried
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to find ways to charge Hillary and other
Democrats for Trump’'s efforts to cozy up to
Russia. These efforts continue, with wild
success, as Trump’'s demands for a Hunter Biden
investigation finally bore fruit.

As people consider the dangers of a second Trump
term — and make no mistake, it could end
American democracy — they need to consider
whether incompetent corrupt partisans like James
Comer will be any more effective than what Bill
Barr already tried. Hell, under Barr, DOJ]
altered evidence to attempt to implicate Joe
Biden in Trump'’s corruption. John Durham
fabricated a claim to impugn Hillary, but still
couldn’t make charges against her attorney
stick.

The difference — the one place where Comer, and
to a much greater degree, Jim Jordan — have
succeeded where Barr did not is not in the
quasi-legal outcome. Rather, it is in ginning up
threats against — seemingly — every single
adverse witness.

The incompetent corrupt people that Trump is
relying on while disavowing his past competent
agents of retribution are really really good at
one thing: Sowing political violence. But it's
not clear they’'d be any better at politicizing
DOJ than Trump already managed.
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