
“JIM IS COMING FOR
YOU:” ASPIRING
SPEAKER JORDAN’S
STOCHASTIC LYNCHING
AS OVERSIGHT
[GRAPHIC CONTENT WARNING]

Because the way Capitol Hill beats work, the
prospect of a vote that could put Jim Jordan
second in line to the Presidency has focused on
horserace.

To be sure, given the narrow margins and the
historic incapability of Republican men to count
votes, the horserace will be determinative. For
example, to succeed, Jordan would not only have
to win the support of most of the 55 people who
voted against him last week in a secret ballot
where he had no challenger, but if only 205
Republicans vote — as reportedly happened in
that poll — then Hakeem Jeffries would be
elected Speaker with the 212 Democrats expected
to show up and vote for him.

But almost no reporting has focused on how
catastrophic a Jordan Speakership would be — the
earliest death knells of democracy that the
election of Trump, which a Jordan Speakership
would primarily serve, would guarantee.

What reporting there has been has focused on
Jordan’s role, 30 months ago, in Trump’s
attempted coup, which the January 6 Committee
summarized this way:

Representative Jordan was a significant
player in President Trump’s efforts. He
participated in numerous post-election
meetings in which senior White House
officials, Rudolph Giuliani, and others,
discussed strategies for challenging the
election, chief among them claims that
the election had been tainted by fraud.
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On January 2, 2021, Representative
Jordan led a conference call in which
he, President Trump, and other Members
of Congress discussed strategies for
delaying the January 6th joint session.
During that call, the group also
discussed issuing social media posts
encouraging President Trump’s supporters
to “march to the Capitol” on the 6th.661
An hour and a half later, President
Trump and Representative Jordan spoke by
phone for 18 minutes.662 The day before
January 6th, Representative Jordan
texted Mark Meadows, passing along
advice that Vice President Pence should
“call out all the electoral votes that
he believes are unconstitutional as no
electoral votes at all.” 663 He spoke
with President Trump by phone at least
twice on January 6th, though he has
provided inconsistent public statements
about how many times they spoke and what
they discussed.664 He also received five
calls from Rudolph Giuliani that
evening, and the two connected at least
twice, at 7:33 p.m. and 7:49 p.m.665
During that time, Giuliani has
testified, he was attempting to reach
Members of Congress after the joint
session resumed to encourage them to
continue objecting to Joe Biden’s
electoral votes.666 And, in the days
followingJanuary 6th, Representative
Jordan spoke with White House staff
about the prospect of Presidential
pardons for Members of Congress.667

To be sure, in his role in the attack, Jordan
exhibited utter contempt for democracy.

But what has gotten less attention is the degree
to which Jordan has used his position chairing
the Judiciary Committee and Weaponization
Committee to serve the longer slow-moving attack
on democracy.

A Jordan Speakership would undoubtedly escalate



Jordan’s assault on rule of law generally and
any prosecution of Donald Trump specifically. It
would likely directly (by platforming Russian
disinformation) and indirectly (by undermining
further US aid) help Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Both would make it more likely Trump would win
the 2024 election.

Indeed, that’s a telling aspect of Matt Gaetz’
comments when he first announced his (ultimately
successful) attempt to depose Kevin McCarthy.
Gaetz repeatedly complained that the House
hadn’t yet subpoenaed Hunter Biden, and demanded
that Republicans use “the power of the purse”
to,

zero out the salaries of the bureaucrats
who have broken bad, targeted President
Trump, or cut sweetheart deals for
Hunter Biden.

[snip]

Joe Biden deserves impeachment for
converting the Vice Presidency into an
ATM machine for virtually his entire
family.

At least for Gaetz (who might well be rewarded
with a gavel in a key committee, were Jordan to
succeed), this is about shutting down
investigations into Trump and fabricating
investigations into Biden from the fumes of five
year old dick pics.

There’s a specific aspect of Jordan’s actions,
however, that deserves more attention in advance
of tomorrow’s scheduled public vote: The degree
to which Jordan has used the power of his gavel
to engage in the same kind of stochastic
terrorism that Trump uses to enforce his will.

I’ve already noted how the Gary Shapley media
tour (in which Jordan cooperated with James
Comer and Jason Smith) ended up getting the team
of investigators, including ones still pursuing
indictments of Hunter Biden, targeted. As Thomas

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPtlakFbTlY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPtlakFbTlY
https://www.emptywheel.net/2023/09/15/after-threats-elicited-by-gary-shapleys-misleading-testimony-hunter-biden-prosecutors-reneged-on-the-plea-deal/


Sobocinski — who continues to oversee FBI agents
investigating Hunter Biden — explained in
testimony in early September, the family members
of his own team have been followed and AUSA
Lesley Wolf has faced specific threats.

[T]his is affecting my employees. I now
have FBI employees that names are out
there. I have FBI employees and former
FBI retired agents who’ve served for
20plus years whose parents are getting
phone calls, whose photos with their
girlfriends, who their children who are
being followed. That is not something
that we were prepared for, and I was
concerned about having that continue or
expand to other one of my employees.

[snip]

[W]ithout going into specifics, my
office and the FBI have done things and
initiated things to ensure that [Lesley
Wolf] remains safe.

Again, some of these people are currently trying
to indict Hunter Biden, and they’re getting
swarmed by a mob teed up by Republican efforts.

In the recent Matthew Graves testimony, Graves
repeatedly refused to name the members of his
team because he knew the transcript would be
made public, resulting in threats against
prosecutors, on top of the ones DC prosecutors
have already faced.

What I can tell you is, I’ve
unfortunately had way too many instances
of documents getting into the public
domain that have our prosecutors’ names
in them and me receiving what we call
urgent reports about security concerns
because of threatening or harassing
behavior that they’re receiving … and
that we’ve had to take steps for a
number of people in our office to
mitigate the risk.



Nevertheless, Jordan persisted, to his very last
question to include those names in this
transcript (I assume he’ll send out letters
under their names, as he has with others
involved in these investigations).

In the Tim Thibault interview, in which it
became clear over time that Republicans had
ruined the career and reputation of the guy who
had led investigations into two Democratic
members of Congress and single-handedly opened
an investigation, in 2016, into the Clinton
Foundation off of Clinton Cash based off the
unsubstantiated claims of others trying to get
payback, Thibault described not just how he was
targeted — for which he accepted a good deal of
the blame on account of his social media posts —
but how others were impugned by association.

[T]hose two agents that worked on the
Tony Bobulinski EC, I’m aware that they
received significant backlash for only
doing their job. Why? Because of my
social media conduct and Mr. Bobulinski
thinking I was a bad agent, that put
them in a bad spotlight. Those are the
guys that are the victims, the true
victims. And no one came and spoke on
their behalf. Right? They — they’re just
line agents doing their darn job.

As one Democratic staffer noted, though none of
18 sources for such claims to Jordan’s
committees have offered any corroboration for
the claims, Jordan and his staffers nevertheless
continued to push the claims to the media.
“[T]he public push or allegations that were
being sort of repeated by this committee never
stopped.” Jordan is cultivating rumors about the
FBI and other agencies to foster retaliation
campaigns in the media.

His actions with Fani Willis are perhaps most
telling. Jordan first started tampering in
Willis’ investigation in August, though —
perhaps having learned his lesson when he
similarly tampered in Alvin Bragg’s case — he
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has chosen to send letters rather than
subpoenas.

August 24: Jordan to Willis
September  7:  Willis  to
Jordan
September  27:  Jordan  to
Willis
October 11: Willis to Jordan

As is the norm for Jordan, his claims are based
on conspiracy theories from biased sources. His
most recent letter for example, dated to
September 27, sources his claim that “there are
credible reports” that Willis coordinated with
Jack Smith to two articles, one ten months old.

Finally, there are credible reports that
your investigation and indictment was
coordinated with the Department of
Justice and Special Counsel Jack Smith.
30

30 Josh Gerstein, Prosecutor in Trump
documents case has history pursuing
prominent politicians, POLITICO (June
13, 2023); Jerry Dunleavy, Trump special
counsel Jack Smith was involved in Lois
Lerner IRS scandal, WASHINGTON EXAMINER
(Nov. 25, 2022). [links added]

Not even the propaganda outlet, Washington
Examiner, supports Jordan’s claim. Neither of
those stories even mention either Willis or
Georgia.

Notably, Jordan doesn’t note that in his
September 12 interview — an interview conducted
just over two weeks before he sent this letter —
Thibault denied interacting with Willis’ team
four times: “No, ma’am. … Never. … Never. … No,
ma’am.” Jordan doesn’t note that this particular
conspiracy theory — which, even if true, would
be squarely within the expectation that state
and federal law enforcement can cooperate and
share information — has not been substantiated
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by a guy who would have had firsthand visibility
(though, because of the delay in predicating an
investigation against the fake electors, only on
the earliest parts of the DC investigation;
Jordan did not, publicly at least, ask Steve
D’Antuono this question during his June
interview).

A far more important detail from these letters
is in Willis’ first reply, dated September 7
(which she resent as part of her recent
response). After laying out constitutional
reasons why Jordan shouldn’t get involved and
referring him, as a non-member of the bar, to
where he could information on Georgia’s RICO
law, she provides ways that the House Judiciary
Committee could more usefully spend their time,
such as on funding for victim-witness advocates.

She then notes that Jordan should show more
concern about the safety of people involved in
the criminal justice system — precisely the kind
of people that Jordan has instead sown threats
against.

As it seems you have a personal interest
in the Fulton County District Attorney’s
Office, you should consider directing
the USDOJ to investigate the racist
threats that have come to my staff and
me because of this investigation. For
your information, I am attaching ten
examples of threats this office has
received. See Exhibits F through O. I am
providing these examples to give you a
window into what has happened to my
staff and me as I keep the promise of my
oath to the United States and Georgia
Constitutions and do not allow myself to
be bullied and threatened by Members of
Congress, local elected officials, or
others who believe lady justice should
not be blind and that America has
different laws for different citizens.

As noted, she included a number of the threats
she and her office have received. We always hear

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24034791-230907-willis-jordan#document/p9/a2395139


about such threats, but only get to see what
they include if they get charged.

The dripping racism of many of these threats is
breathtaking.

Of particular interest are the two threats sent
on the same day that Jordan first targeted
Willis, on August 24, especially the one that
echoes things Jordan included in his letter —
such as the paragraph in which Jordan argues
Willis should have charged this in 2021 and
since she didn’t was obviously just trying to
impact the election. Even more notably, this
threat appears to invoke Jordan’s campaign
against Willis explicitly.

To the Biggest liar of A DA ever, WE ARE
COMING FOR YOU FANI….. YOU TOUCH ANYONE
ATTACHED TO TRUMP AND WE WILL BURN YOUR
CITY TO THE GROUND WITH YOU IN IT. YOU
ARE GOING TO GET REMOVED FROM OFFICE. IF
THIS WAS REALLY A CRIME YOU WOULDVE DONE
IT IN 2021. YOU ARE FAKE AS HELL. A
DEMOCRATS PUPPET. YOU ARE ONLY DOING
THIS TO KEEP HIM FROM RUNNING FOR
PRESIDENT. WELL WE ARE GOING TO FUCK YOU
U P. DON’T GO OUT AT NIGHT YOU BLACK
BITCH, WE ARE GOING TO SEPARATE YOU FROM
YOUR CAR & DRIVER. JIM IS COMING FOR
YOU. HALLELUJAH!!!!, BUT HE’S ONLY GOING
TO FIND A BODY …. [bold mine, all caps
and other punctuation original]

This is, quite simply, the language of the lynch
mob.

And if the taunt, “Jim is coming for you,” is,
indeed, indication that the person who sent this
threat had read Jordan’s earlier letter to
Willis, it means it took just hours for Jordan’s
threats, posing as oversight, to translate into
violent racist threats against Willis, her
daughter (in the other threat sent that day),
and the entire city of Atlanta.

This is not new. Jordan has been sowing threats
against Donald Trump’s enemies for years, since
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the focus on Peter Strzok and Lisa Page.

But even in his current position, Jordan is
using his gavel as a means to tee up threats
based on conspiracy theories, threats designed
to make every single imagined opponent of Donald
Trump worry about their careers, their safety,
their life.

This week, Jordan will and already has been
mobilizing similar mobs against his fellow
Republican members of Congress in order to
pursue even more power, an even bigger gavel.

Which is why all the stochastic threats Jordan
has already mobilized deserve more attention.


