TRASH TALK: PREPPING
FOR TAILGATE SEASON

[NB: check the byline, thanks. /~Rayne]

We’'re two weeks out from the first NCAA Football
games. With them comes tailgate party season.

Just as the golf season widowhood appears to
end, NCAA Football drops into the schedule.
There's always some excuse for bullshitting over
beers outdoors, I guess.

The last couple of years my spouse has been part
of an alumni crew who pull together tailgates
for games played in our neck of the woods.

This means hunting down a loaner canopy and
grills and tables and chairs and all the other
hoopla necessary for a parking lot bash.
Preparation also requires renewing acquaintance
with the loaner canopy’s setup by installing it
on my deck to air out. Sounds easy enough but
the damned thing is missing a couple bits and
pieces, is a much bigger package than I am, and
must be wrangled into place with two or more
people to accomplish this.

Gods help us if it’s windy.

Never mind the equally frustrating disassembly
to stuff it back into its carryall to truck to
the school’s parking lot ahead of the game.

There are discussions ad nauseam ahead of the
tailgate as to whether it’d be better to have
pasties shipped express from da’ U.P. , or make
them here from scratch, or find a local
supplier.

You may envision me studiously biting my tongue,
sitting on my hands, and avoiding my spouse’s
needy look in my direction as he hints at
someone making them at home.

In the end it’'s been potluck the last two years.

And then there’s the inevitable storage of the
goddamned loaner canopy in my half of the garage
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over which I need to climb for months until the
bloody thing is returned to its owner.

This year I said fuck that and bought one I can
put up and take down by myself. I might actually
have a party of my own some time, invite all the
golf/football/deer season widows for some
bullshit over beers, now that I own the canopy.

With the annual canopy convolutions avoided, I
need to come up with some equally easy solutions
to tailgate potluck contributions.

What do you take to tailgate parties or other
outdoor potlucks?

While you’'re at it, share a recipe for poutine
if you have one because community member
earlofhuntingdon is on the hunt. Not exactly
your typical tailgate food but I bet I could
serve some in large paper cups.

Consider this an open thread.
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