ARCHIVES LETTER
DEMONSTRATES IMPORT
OF PAST KASH PATEL
CLAIM OF
DECLASSIFICATION

Yesterday, propagandist John Solomon posted a
letter (NARA link now added) that the Acting
Archivist, Debra Steidel Wall, sent Evan
Corcoran on May 10. It described a series of
communications in which Corcoran asked the
Archives to delay giving the FBI access to the
documents returned by the former President in

"

January and to treat the files with, “a
protective assertion of executive privilege made
by counsel for the former President. After
letters on April 29 and May 1 asking for delay,
on May 5, Corcoran asked to review what had been

returned.

Please note that, in accordance with the
PRA, 44 U.S.C. § 2205(3), the former
President’s designated representatives
can review the records, subject to
obtaining the appropriate level of
security clearance. Please contact my
General Counsel, Gary M. Stern, if you
would like to discuss the details of
such a review, such as you proposed in
your letter of May 5, 2022, particularly
with respect to any unclassified
materials. [my emphasis]

The date and Steidel Wall's response is
significant. That’'s the date Kash Patel claimed,
for the first time, that he had witnessed Trump
declassifying broad swaths of material at the
White House.

“Trump declassified whole sets of
materials in anticipation of leaving
government that he thought the American
public should have the right to read
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themselves,” Patel told Breitbart News
in a phone interview.

“The White House counsel failed to
generate the paperwork to change the
classification markings, but that
doesn’t mean the information wasn’t
declassified,” Patel said. “I was there
with President Trump when he said ‘We
are declassifying this information.’'”

While Patel declined to say specifically what
Trump had declassified, he did describe it to
include both “Russiagate” [sic] and the
impeachment.

It's information that Trump felt spoke
to matters regarding everything from
Russiagate to the Ukraine impeachment
fiasco to major national security
matters of great public importance —
anything the president felt the American
people had a right to know is in there
and more.

At one level, this looks more like a belated —
and pathetic — attempt to give the President an
alibi after he was caught storing Special Access
Program documents in a basement room in his
heavily-trafficked resort for a year.

But by mentioning two things Trump was
investigated for, Patel effectively suggested
the point of demanding that FBI hold off its
investigation was, in part, an attempt to delay
access to such materials.

And then, weeks after Steidel Wall said that
those who were representatives could access the
files for which he was being investigated, Trump
informed her he was making Patel a
representative.

I write to designate two individuals —
Kash Patel and John Solomon — as my
representatives for access to
Presidential records of my


https://www.archives.gov/files/trump-pra-representatives-designation-letter.06.19.2022.pdf

administration, pursuant to the
Presidential Records Act, 44 U.S.C. §§
2201 - 2207, and 36 C.F.R. §
1270.44(a) (4).

Patel has made all sorts of claims about whether
he has been given access to Trump’s documents at
all.

But by his own public comments on May 5, the
same day Corcoran first floated the idea of
having Trump’'s people review the documents
already in hand, Patel gave the FBI even more
reason to be concerned.
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