THE MASTERS OF
FASTER TALK OF TRASH

Alright Wheelies, it is Trash talk time! For the
doldrums of summer, there are a lot of sports to
talk about and space needed for all things “not”
January 6 related. Bring it all here.

First up is the AZERBAIJAN GRAND PRIX.
Qualifying is on right now. Stroll has already
crashed his Aston Martin into the wall. Good
thing his father owns the team, else Lance would
not have a job. Oh no, the other Aston Martin,
driven by Sen Vettel, has now gone into the
wall, but seems the car is okay. Of the middle
eastern races, the Baku City Circuit is actually
better than most and usually provides good
racing. As usual, the Red Bulls and Ferraris are
up front.

Qualifying is over, and Ferrari’'s Jean Leclerc
is on pole, followed by Checo Perez, Verstappen
and Carlos Sainz in the other Ferrari. Race
coverage on ESPN at 7 am EST Sunday.

THE BELMONT. The 154th running of the last leg
of the Triple Crown in Elmont New York. The
shocking come from behind winner of the Derby,
Rich Strike, is entered.

There will be no chance of a horse
winning the Triple Crown this year,
after Kentucky Derby winner Rich Strike
did not race in the Preakness in May.
But Rich Strike will still have a chance
at making history on Saturday.

“Obviously, with our tremendous effort &
win in the Derby it'’'s very, very
tempting to alter course & run in the
Preakness at Pimlico, which would be a
great honor for all our group, however,
after much discussion & consideration
with my trainer, Eric Reed & a few
others, we are going to stay with our
plan of what’s best for Ritchie is
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what's best for our group, and pass on
running in the Preakness, and point
toward the Belmont in approximately 5
weeks.”

The 80-1 long shot at the Kentucky Derby
is still not favored to win at Belmont,
with that honor going to We the People
at 2-1.

It is hard to tell what to make of Rich Strike,
only got in the Derby field by a last minute
fluke, but he really went on a tear down the
stretch and looked like he could have kept
going, so today should be pretty interesting.
But no, wouldn’'t bet the farm on him.

NBA FINALS. Last night’s game four was
something. Steph Curry just flat went off,
finishing with 43 points and ten rebounds, which
is Jordan and LeBron land. But it seemed more
than that, he was everywhere. The series is tied
2-2, and they head back to San Francisco for a
Monday night game five. It sure looks like it
may be a seven game series.

LIV. Rayne mentioned it previously, and she
covered the background, including Phil, quite
well. Here is a running blog by ESPN on the
final round in London. My only real comment is
that the LIV is not attracting many viewers.
Which figures because it is not on TV. At all.
The only way to watch this junk is by streaming
it, and who wants to do that for a golf
tournament? Maybe sports writers that have to
cover it? Those are the only folks I know that
are watching. It is just a giant cash grab by
golfers, most of whom nobody has ever heard of.
From brutal murderous Saudi thugs.

DESHAUN WATSON. What a mess this sordid affair

is. While two separate grand juries have refused
to serve up an indictment, there are 24, Twenty
Four!, civil suits filed against Watson. All by
one carnival barker Houston lawyer, Tony Buzbee.
Buzbee now claims he will be naming the Houston
Texans as a party defendant as well, apparently
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based upon the somewhat tangential fact that
Watson obtained a generic template non-
disclosure agreement for from them. Something
that had been known for a while actually. But
Buzbee 1like to make a buzz, and he is at it
again. Frankly I have no idea in the world how
he does not have 23 conflicts of interest. There
is no way in hell all of his clients are
similarly situated, or have the same ultimate
interest. I am stunned the Texas State Bar has
not reeled him in. From Ben Volin at the Boston
Globe:

But Watson and the Browns look to be in
big trouble. The New York Times’s
reporting on the lawsuits, which found
that Watson visited 66 massage
therapists over 17 months, provided
vivid details of the allegations against
Watson and revealed him as a deviant who
used his power and celebrity to prey on
women.

Nobody comes out of this looking good.
Watson could be forced to sit out yet
another season. The Browns look horrible
for embracing Watson and still might
need to find a quarterback for this
year. The Texans are now getting dragged
into the lawsuit and could be found at
least partially liable. And Watson may
find himself in more hot water thanks to
the 24th lawsuit that was filed this
past week.

The Browns may be without Watson for
some or all of 2022, but there should be
no tears shed for Jimmy Haslam’s team.
It was shameful enough when the Browns
traded three first-round picks for
Watson despite these allegations
hovering over him. But the contract they
gave Watson shields him from any sort of
financial accountability.

Not only is every penny of the five-
year, $230 million contract fully
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guaranteed — setting an NFL record for
the length and total of a guarantee —
but the Browns truly protected Watson
from financial repercussions of a
suspension.

The Texans at least had the good sense to cut
loose Watson. They paid him to not come around
all of last year. But the Browns and Haslem look
truly horrible. There is a lot of good stuff in
Ben's article. I’'ll have more to say about this
mess later as it plays out, but it is truly ugly
on every front. Especially Watson, the Browns
and carnival barker attorney Buzbee.

I knew Watson’s attorney, Rusty Hardin a little
in the past, and he is very, very good. He can
try any kind of case, although is probably best
known for criminal ones. Head to head, Rusty
would likely mop the floor with Buzbee. But 24
of them? And, make no mistake, you would have to
try to make sure they are all separate and
attempt to keep out all the other allegations
from each one. That is certainly what I would
do. Ooof.

Okay then, let rip the trash talk on anything
that interests you. I’'ll leave this post around
through Monday night so there is always a place
for things not January 6. Today’'s music is an
extremely little known one by the great George
Harrison. The song is really written about the
late great Ronnie Peterson, one of the fastest
and nicest drivers ever in Formula One.But there
is a lot of superb F1 footage in the video,
including a couple of shots of my automotive
mentor Phil Hill. And, if you catch it, a cameo
by the Wee Scott, the great Jackie Stewart, as
George’s driver. It is absolutely fantastic,
give it a listen!



