THE FROTHY RIGHT
GETS MORE EXCITED
ABOUT AN EIGHT YEAR
OLD PHONE THAN
CONTEMPORANEOUS
METADATA

As is her wont, Mike Flynn lawyer Sidney Powell
engaged in another little bit of theater
yesterday.

She demanded that prosecutors turn over two
BlackBerry phones, reportedly used by Joseph
Mifsud, that “has only recently come into [the
government’s] possession,” (which presumably
means the Attorney General fed her these details
after he returned from Italy). Powell demanded
the phones as Brady evidence, even though she
didn’t make any effort to claim the phones had
anything to do with the crimes her client pled
guilty to, crimes he committed in 2017.

Rather, she claims these phones show something
that went down in 2014, presumably relating to
his termination from DIA.

This information is material,
exculpatory, and relevant to the defense
of Mr. Flynn, and specifically to the
“OCONUS LURES” and agents that western
intelligence tasked against him likely
as early as 2014 to arrange—unbeknownst
to him—"“connections” with certain
Russians that they would then use
against him in their false claims.

She helpfully provides the SIM and IMEI data for
the phones, which would enable skilled InfoSec
experts with a tolerance for working in gray
areas of the law to pull up any metadata still
available.

But she also describes that these phones are a
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9900 Bold — a phone that dates to May 2011 — and
a Classic SQC1l00-1 that dates to December 2014.
In other words, these are old phones, ancient in
terms of modern smart phones. They date to
before the only known alleged interaction
between Mifsud and Flynn, at the RT dinner where
he got paid to sit with Vladimir Putin. And
while it's possible they have comms involving
George Papadopoulos, it is virtually certain
they have nothing pertaining to the lies Mike
Flynn told in 2017.

Which means it is virtually certain they contain
no Brady evidence pertaining to this case.

But the filing worked as, I'm sure, she (and the
Attorney General?) planned, to work the
conspiracist right into a frenzy based on a
claim that has no basis in the law.

In addition to being insufficiently curious
about Mifsud’s presence at that RT gala, the
frothy right still have never shown any
awareness of this passage, which shows that
Mifsud was in touch with someone who seems to
have had ties to both the IRA part of the 2016
Russian operation and the GRU side.

Mifsud is a Maltese national who worked as a professor at the London Academy of
Diplomacy in London, England.*'"* Although Mifsud worked out of London and was also affiliated
with LCILP, the encounter in Rome was the first time that Papadopoulos met him.“'* Mifsud
maintained various Russian contacts while living in London, as described further below. Among
his contacts was 415 a one-time employee of the IRA, the entity that carried out
the Russian social media campaign (see Volume I, Section I1, supra). In January and February
2016, Mifsud and [l discussed [ possibly meeting in Russia. The
investigation did not identify evidence of them meeting. Later, in the spring of 2016, [iJ
was also in contact that was linked to an employee of the Russian
Ministry of Defense, and that account had overlapping contacts with a group of Russian military-
controlled Facebook accounts that included accounts used to promote the DCLeaks releases in the
course of the GRU's hack-and-release operations (see Volume I, Section I1LB.1, supra).

Even if Mifsud has had ties to Western
intelligence in 2011, it doesn’'t say anything
about whether he had closer ties to Russia in
2016, when it matters (even for the Papadopoulos
story, much less the Flynn one). That'’s what
spies do. They recruit people with access to
people they want information about.

In short, Sidney Powell and Bill Barr have
gotten the frothy right more worked up about an
8 year old phone than they have ever been about
metadata contemporaneous to Russia’'s efforts to
sway the 2016 elections.
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Update: A pro-conspiracy Italian asserts that
these are Mifsud’s British phones, not his
Italian ones, which would show his network in
Italy. Of course, neither are his Russian ones,
if he has separate phone for each country he
frequents, and those would be the ones of
interest, allegedly, to Powell.
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