KAVANAUGH'’S TELL:
“REVENGE ON BEHALF
OF THE CLINTONS,"”
PLURAL

There’s a part of Brett Kavanaugh's bombastic
statement Thursday that has stuck with me,
because it reveals the foundational logic of his
statement — indeed, his entire candidacy for a
lifetime appointment on the Supreme Court.

After complaining about how the nomination has
destroyed his family, he accuses a shady,
largely fictional, mirror image of the Right
Wing Noise Machine of seeking revenge.

This whole two-week effort has been a
calculated and orchestrated political
hit, fueled with apparent pent-up anger
about President Trump and the 2016
election. Fear that has been unfairly
stoked about my judicial record. Revenge
on behalf of the Clintons. and millions
of dollars in money from outside left-
wing opposition groups.

This is a circus. The consequences will
extend long past my nomination. The
consequences will be with us for
decades. This grotesque and coordinated
character assassination will dissuade
competent and good people of all
political persuasions, from serving our
country.

The guy who insisted that—

I am strongly opposed to giving the
President any ‘break’ in the questioning
regarding the details of the Lewinsky
relationship — unless before questioning
on Monday, he either (i) resigns or (ii)
confesses perjury and issues a public
apology to [sexual assault cover-up
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I expert Ken Starr].

That guy thinks the scrutiny of his own sexual
past is just “revenge on behalf of the

n

Clintons,” plural. Not just Hillary for — as he
explicitly mentions — “President Trump and the
2016 election.” But also Bill Clinton, the man
whom Kavanaugh demanded describe details of his
use of sex toys and enjoyment of blowjobs under
oath, and perhaps even Chelsea, the young girl
who had to watch her parents be humiliated

before the entire nation.

In spite of Kavanaugh's suggestion that this
imagined campaign would have consequences for
decades, his admission that it might be revenge
means it must be revenge for something. For
something done to the Clintons. Hillary. And
Bill.

For a guy who is unashamed about using stolen
emails, the notion that he considers this
revenge for Hillary is troubling enough. If this
is revenge, it is revenge for Hillary being
wronged during the 2016 election, and a big part
of that wrong was using stolen emails. And
Kavanaugh is no more embarrassed about using
stolen emails than the guy who appointed him.

Kavanaugh suggests, in the same breath, that
Hillary was wronged, but that denying him a seat
on the Supreme Court, even for behavior that
resembles that wrong, would be an outrage, even
if his nomination was due entirely to the fact
that she was wronged.

Brett Kavanaugh is not going to quit, no matter
if his entire nomination is illegitimate because
Hillary was wronged.

Perhaps more plausibly, Kavanaugh's use of the

n

plural, “Clintons,” suggests he thinks this is
revenge for his own actions 20 years ago, his
own demand that a man and his family be publicly

humiliated.

But, again, if this is revenge, it suggests what
happened to Clinton — the insistence that Bill
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confess under oath to Kavanaugh about cumming
into Monica’s mouth — was itself wrong.

And once again, Brett Kavanaugh, the guy whose
career was launched by demanding to hear the
sordid details of sex under oath, does not care.
Kavanaugh does not care that (as David Brock

au

laid out early in this process) he himself “set
a perjury trap for Clinton, laying the
foundation for a crazed national political
crisis and an unjust impeachment over a
consensual affair.” He may recognize this as
revenge and in so doing acknowledge that it is
akin to the coordinated campaign he wrongly
assumes is amassed against him, but he does not
care that Democrats are (he imagines) adopting

his own playbook.

You may defeat me in the final vote, but
you’ll never get me to quit. Never.

In using that word “revenge” and imagining that
Democrats are exacting revenge for both the
Clinton impeachment and the use of corrupt means
as a means of winning the 2016 election,
Kavanaugh admits that he’s just getting a taste
of the medicine he once administered. But his
response to that is not to take a step back from
the edge of the abyss that he himself created
(and imagines himself to be standing on), take a
step back with the recognition that he himself
is not immune from his own tactics, but instead
to complete the next logical step, the adoption
of those same measures on the highest court of
the land.

Never mind that by imagining credible questions
about his past treatment of women is solely
about the Clintons strips the agency of the
millions of women trying to prevent abusers from
again getting promoted in spite of it.

Kavanaugh, wrongly, thinks this is revenge for
tactics he pioneered long ago. Having faced
those tactics and discovered how painful they
are, he has doubled down.
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