
SCOTT BALBER’S SIXTH
ATTEMPT TO CRAFT THE
JUNE 9 MEETING STORY
I’ve been tracking the considerable effort one-
time Trump lawyer and current Agalarov lawyer
Scott Balber has made to craft a legit story for
the June 9 Trump Tower meeting. Heretofore, he
has done so on five occasions:

A  meeting  between  Rinat1.
Akhmetshin and Ike Kaveladze
(the latter of whom Balber
represents as an employee of
Agalarov) in Moscow in June
2017, just as Jared Kushner
and  Paul  Manafort  were
both  belatedly
disclosing  the  meeting  to
various  authorities;  this
story appears to have been
an attempt to pre-empt the
damage  that  would  be  done
when  Akhmetshin’s
involvement  became  public
A  Balber  trip  sometime2.
before October to Russia to
coordinate a story with and
get  documents  from  Natalia
Veselnitskaya  to  back  her
version  of  the  talking
points she reportedly shared
with Trump’s people
Another October story, this3.
“revealing”  that
Veselnitskaya’s  research
came from (or actually was
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shared  with)  Russian
prosecutor Yuri Chaika, but
insisting (per Balber) that
Agalarov  had  no  ties  with
the prosecutor
Balber filling in a hole in4.
the story for Goldstone: he
told  the  Daily  Beast  that
after  his  client  Ike
Kaveladze saw an email (from
whom  he  doesn’t  describe)
indicating  that  Jared
Kushner, Paul Manafort, and
Don  Jr  would  be  at  the
meeting, he called a close
associate  of  Goldstone’s
(and  a  former  employee  of
Balber’s  client),  Roman
Beniaminov, to find out what
the  meeting  was  about.
That’s the first he learned
— at least as far as he told
congressional  investigators
— that the meeting was about
dealing “dirt” on Hillary.
Balber  insisting  that  Rob5.
Goldstone’s  email  calling
the news of the DNC hack and
leak  “eerie”  “odd  because
hacking was never discussed
in  the  meeting  and  it  was
not consistent with what was
discussed.”

Number Six:

Balber’s back in this story, revealing that Rob
Goldstone (who I believe had meetings with all
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major investigations in DC this week) offered to
set up a meeting between Putin and Trump in July
2015. Balber insists that such a thing couldn’t
really happen because his client can’t just set
up meetings with Putin.

About a month after Donald Trump
launched his presidential bid, a British
music promoter suggested his Russian
pop-star client could arrange for the
new candidate to meet with Russian
President Vladimir Putin, according to
an email obtained by The Washington
Post.

The July 2015 offer by publicist Rob
Goldstone came about a year before he
set up a meeting for Trump’s eldest son
with a Russian lawyer who he said had
incriminating information about
Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton.

Goldstone’s overture came as he
unsuccessfully urged Trump to travel to
Moscow later that year to attend a
birthday celebration for his client’s
father.

“Maybe he would welcome a meeting with
President Putin,” Goldstone wrote in a
July 24, 2015, email to Trump’s longtime
personal assistant, Rhona Graff. There
is no indication Trump or his assistant
followed up on Goldstone’s offer.

[snip]

Scott Balber, an attorney for the pop
star, Emin Agalarov, said Agalarov asked
Goldstone to invite Trump to his
father’s party but was not aware that
the publicist dangled the possibility of
meeting with Putin.

“It is certainly not the case that Emin
Agalarov can arrange a meeting with
Vladimir Putin for anybody,” Balber
said.



In case you haven’t figured out, I think this is
all an elaborate cover story to obscure what
actually went on in the meeting and what the
understanding about it was. Now that Goldstone
has testified, this may start to fall apart.

In fact, I’m going to try to finish my last
piece of analysis on this, because it may start
falling apart that quickly.


