THE TRUMP TRASH
TALKING OF PUERTO
RICO

This spot in our week here at Emptywheel is
supposed to be a set aside for light hearted
banter on sports, especially football and
Formula One. That is what we have done since our
beginning over a decade ago.

But I just cannot summon the enthusiasm for that
right now any more than I could last weekend
when the Trump racism and narcissism were
already raging.

There are 3.5 million American citizens in the
lurch in Puerto Rico, suffering from
dehydration, starvation and death. Because of a
fundamental lack of fuel to move, and
communications to know, the full extent of the
damage is still not really known.

So, what is the most powerful leader in the
world doing? Tweeting a bunch of racially
bigoted trash at the people and leaders of
Puerto Rico. Here is what our disgrace of a
President blasted off this morning:
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Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - 29m

@ ...want everything to be done for them when it should be a
community effort. 10,000 Federal workers now on Island
doing a fantastic job.
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Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - 32m
...Such poor leadership ability by the Mayor of San Juan,
and others in Puerto Rico, who are not able to get their

workers to help. They....
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Donald J. Trump @ @realDonaldTrump - 39m

@ The Mayor of San Juan, who was very complimentary only
a few days ago, has now been told by the Democrats that
you must be nasty to Trump.
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That graphic was posted on Twitter by Josh
Marshall of TPM, and his annotations are
perfect.
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Trump’s conduct is disqusting and
unconscionable. From a man fiddling golfing
while Reme—burns Puerto Rico dies. What did the
Mayor of San Juan, the largest population center
and capitol hub of Puerto Rican government say?
She begged for her people via a tearful plea to
all of the federal government:

“We are dying, and you are killing us
with the inefficiency and the
bureaucracy,”

That would be Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz. She also
had the temerity to call out Acting DHS
Secretary Elaine Duke who made the horribly
insensitive and asinine comment that Puerto Rico
is a “good news story”. For seeking to keep her
constituents from dying and calling bullshit on
the actual bullshit of Elaine Duke, Trump now
thinks Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz is the functional
equivalent of Kim Jong-Un. Even insanity has
rarely run this far amok.

Where will you find Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz?
Perhaps there is a photo somewhere in an office,
but since the Puerto Rican crisis began, I have
never seen her portrayed by the press, or
anybody else, as being anything other than
tirelessly out in the streets and flooded
destroyed neighborhoods with her devastated
constituents. Like a real leader would be. This
photo is indicative:
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Remember General Russell Honore, who brought
some long past due seriousness and reality to
Katrina in NOLA? He is in San Juan now. Here is
what he had to say when questioned on Trump’s
attack on the Mayor:

“The mayor’s living on a cot and I hope
the President has a good day at golf.”

Can’'t argue with that. Maybe Trump can secretly
meet with the Puerto Rican bondholders he so
cherishes that put their craven investments
ahead of the lives of American citizens, while
he is relaxing at his fucking golf resort this
weekend. It is simply who he, and they, are. It
should NOT be who we are though. This country is
better than that.

I would also like to, again, point out that the
much ballyhooed by Sarah Sanders and Trump
Administration “Jones Act Waiver was a complete
fraud and sham on the press, public and, most of
all, people of Puerto Rico. There are
effectively little more than SEVEN days left on
Trump’s bogus waiver and gift to craven
bondholders and rapacious shippers. Trump
insured he got good press for a news cycle and
completely stiffed Puerto Rico of any meaningful
assistance via relief from the hideously
oppressive Jones Act. Heckuva job Trumpie.

If you want a couple of fantastic pieces of
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reportage on Puerto Rico today, go see the
Washington Post piece “Lost weekend: How Trump’s
time at his golf club hurt the response to
Maria” as well as the superb interactive
overview from the New York Times, “One Day in
the Life of Battered Puerto Rico”. You will be
better for having seen both.

As to the games. Eh, Pirate Mike Leach and
Washington State pulled off a serious upset of
USC last night. Leach had his usual awesome
take. As to the NFL, the focus seems to be more
on the pre-game than the real games. I will note
that Tom Brady's first start was 16 years ago
today. The Patriots have since won 5 Super
Bowls, 14 AFC East titles and 185 of his 238
starts. Kid can play ball. Also, this weekend is
the Malaysian Grand Prix at the Sepang Circuit.
Hamilton takes pole and Vettel starts at back of
the grid due to a bad engine. That likely ends
the Drivers’ Championship battle for yet another
year.

That is it for today. Rock on, and put the
thoughts of our fellow citizens of Puerto Rico
in your hearts.
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