
A REALLY
INTERESTINGLY TIMED
CORRUPTION
EXTRADITION
The AP reports that the US extradited a long-
sought Chinese corruption target, Yang Jinjun.

A most-wanted Chinese fugitive suspected
of graft and bribery was brought back
from the U.S. on Friday after he fled
there in 2001, officials said, as
Beijing seeks stronger cooperation from
Washington.

Yang Jinjun — the businessman brother of
a former deputy mayor in the eastern
city of Wenzhou — is the first person to
be repatriated to China from the U.S.
since the “Sky Net” operation targeting
100 fugitives was launched in April, the
Ministry of Supervision said.

[snip]

The last prominent repatriation case out
of the United States was in 2004, when
Chinese bank executive Yu Zhendong,
accused of embezzling $485 million with
other defendants, was sent back on the
condition that Yu would not be tortured
or given the death penalty, which is
common in China even for less serious
corruption cases.

Note the story relies on Chinese sources, not US
ones. The Obama Administration is not, at least
thus far, making the same kind of big deal about
this as China is.

The extradition comes in the wake of news that
the US would crack down on agents the Chinese
send to bully corruption targets to return for
prosecution, and as Congress demands Obama
retaliate for the OPM hack even in spite of the
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precedent that would establish for people to
retaliate for our more ambitious bulk
collection. And, of course, the extradition
comes in advance of Xi Jinping’s visit.

I suspect it will be years before we learn the
full extent of deals drafted in advance of Xi’s
visit. But I take this as a sign the US is being
more cooperative than a lot of people in DC
would support.


