
JOHN RATCLIFFE, US
ATTORNEY UNTIL JULY
2008, SAYS HE DID BACK
DOOR SEARCHES
As I
noted,
Republican
Congressma
n John
Ratcliffe
made an
interestin
g
admission
during
yesterday’
s debate
over USA
F-ReDux in
the House Judiciary Committee.

He said he had benefitted from back door
searches — the discussion was specifically about
FISA Amendments Act — when he was a prosecutor.
That’s particularly interesting given the timing
of his tenure Chief of Anti-Terrorism and
National Security and then US Attorney for
the Eastern District of Texas, which is shown to
the right (and includes the suburbs of both
Dallas and Houston).

Ratcliffe was the District’s top
counterterrorism guy from 2004 until 2007, and
US Attorney from 2007 until July 2008.

FISA Amendments Act passed in July 2008.

If Ratcliffe did back door searches, he did them
off collection other than FAA.

Now, as I have suggested, there are signs they
rolled out back door searches at least as early
as they rearranged Protect America Act (at
first, without telling Reggie Walton, who was

https://www.emptywheel.net/2015/05/01/john-ratcliffe-us-attorney-until-july-2008-says-he-did-back-door-searches/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2015/05/01/john-ratcliffe-us-attorney-until-july-2008-says-he-did-back-door-searches/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2015/05/01/john-ratcliffe-us-attorney-until-july-2008-says-he-did-back-door-searches/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2015/05/01/john-ratcliffe-us-attorney-until-july-2008-says-he-did-back-door-searches/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2015/04/30/nine-members-of-congress-vote-to-postpone-the-fourth-amendment/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2015/04/30/nine-members-of-congress-vote-to-postpone-the-fourth-amendment/
https://www.emptywheel.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Screen-Shot-2015-05-01-at-12.07.31-PM.png
https://www.emptywheel.net/2014/09/13/the-curious-timing-of-fbis-back-door-searches/


presiding over a challenge to the law) such that
collection would come in through FBI. Even
still, those January 2008 changes would be
rather late in the timing of Ratcliffe’s role as
a prosecutor.

John Bates made it clear such an approval — for
FISA authorized production anyway — happened in
2008.

Of course, there’s the other possibility that
Ratcliffe did, and knew he was doing, back door
searches off of Stellar Wind production.

In any case, Ratcliffe’s admission does raise
some interesting timing questions about back
door searches.


