
JOHN BRENNAN’S
CAREFUL DODGE OF
SAUDI ARABIA’S HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES
In his appearance as the Council on Foreign
Relations today, a woman with Human Rights Watch
listed (starting at 56:30) a number of abuses
our “partners” in the fight against ISIL engage
in, including,

The ABC report of egregious
abuses committed by some of
Iraq’s elite military units
Iraqi militias carrying out
ISIS like atrocities
Beheadings  and  violent
attacks  on  journalists  in
Saudi Arabia

She then asked, “How do you think Iraqi Sunni
civilians should distinguish between the good
guys and the bad guys in this circumstance”?

After clearing his throat, Brennan responded,

It’s tough sorting out good guys and bad
guys in a lot of these areas. It is. And
human rights abuses, whether they
take place on the part of I-S-I-L or of
militias or individuals who are working
as part of formal security services,
needs to be exposed, needs to be
stopped. In an area like Iraq and Syria,
there has been some horrific, horrific
human rights abuses and this is
something that I think we need to be
able to address. And when we see it, we
do bring it to the attention of
authorities. And we will not work with
entities that are engaged in such
activities.
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Brennan changed a question that twice explicitly
included Saudi Arabia to one that included only
Syria and Iraq. Which he would have to do —
because the US is not about to stop working with
“entities” like Saudi Arabia, even if they do
behead as many people as ISIL.


