
APPARENTLY, US
OFFICIALS CAN’T GET
VERIZON ON THE LINE
The WaPo has a story quoting anonymous US
officials warning that it will be impossible to
meet President Obama’s direction to find a
solution for the phone dragnet by March 28.
(Note, this is a circumstance where WaPo really
ought to provide a bit more description of who
these anonymous sources are, particularly given
the likelihood that 1) certain Congressional
sources can be expected to sabotage any plan and
2) certain contractors can be expected to try to
profit off any changes.)

But I couldn’t get beyond this line without
laughing:

No meeting has been scheduled between
government officials and the phone
companies to discuss the issue, and no
decision has been made about approaching
the companies to further discuss the
possibility of them holding the records.

In a story claiming there are real obstacles to
making this move, WaPo reports that no one has
talked to Verizon and the other telecoms, nor
have they even decided whether to talk to them
about holding the records.

That is, one excuse cited by these anonymous and
potentially self-interested people is that they
have not yet gotten Verizon on the line.

As if establishing communication with a telecom
that is supplying “substantially all” of their
metadata on a daily basis would be prohibitively
difficult.

At least that’s the story they’re telling,
behind the veil of anonymity.
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