
JOSE RODRIGUEZ’
MUSHROOM CLOUD OF
TORTURE
I suspect it will be a full time job keeping up
with all the Jose Rodriguez’ lies we’ll hear as
he sells his book and his excuse for torture.
But for the moment, look at this detail:

Jose Rodriguez: We were flooded with
intelligence about an imminent attack.
That al Qaeda had an anthrax program,
and that they were planning to use it
against us. And that they were seeking
nuclear materials to use in some type of
nuclear weapon. So we were facing a
ticking, time bomb situation and we were
very concerned.

I’ll come back to the anthrax later. But note
that Rodriguez claims that we had to use torture
because Al Qaeda was seeking nukes to use in
some type of weapon.

In part, Rodriguez is doing the same thing
Maureen Mahoney did when trying to protect Jay
Bybee: pointing to intelligence Abu Zubaydah
gave up under torture–regarding a Jose Padilla
dirty bomb plot–as justification for the torture
of AZ to get that same information.

But it also highlights how this program was
designed to obtain false confessions. Here is
Abd al Rahim al-Nashiri’s description of how his
torturers invited him to give a false confession
about nukes.

Number six. Usama bin Laden having a
nuclear bomb. [REDACTED]. Then they used
to laugh. Then they used to tell me you
need to admit to those information. So I
used to invent some of the stuff for
them to say Usama bin laden had a, had a
nuclear bomb. And they use to laugh and
they were very happy. They were
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extremely happy because of the news.
Then after that I told them, listen. He
has no bomb. [my emphasis]

Jose Rodriguez says we had to torture because
there were rumors of nukes (the same apparently
unfounded claim the current Administration uses
to justify drone strikes). Nashiri reveals that
his torturers told him he had to confirm that
rumor.

When he did, they laughed.

Did they need to torture because they had rumors
of nukes? Or did they need to torture because
they needed claims of nukes?
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