
JON TESTER: GET OUT
OF MY TRASH
Jon Tester is, to the best of my knowledge, the
first member of Congress to complain about FBI’s
new investigative guidelines allowing agents
to–among other thing–search potential
informants’ trash.

As a strong believer in government
accountability and person privacy
rights, I find it unacceptable that you
would lower the threshold further for
engaging in surveillance on Americans
who are not suspected of criminal
wrongdoing. It is unconscionable for FBI
to pursue policies that allow agents to
search commercial or law enforcement
databases–or even an individuals
garbage–without adequate justification
and proper record-keeping. I ask you to
retain your current protocol, where
agents must open such inquiries with due
diligence before they can search for
information. Until law enforcement
agents have reason to investigate any
American, it is unacceptable for those
agents to cast a wide, non-specific net
when they are evaluating a target as a
potential informant.

I guess the other 534 members of Congress have
no problem with the FBI rifling through their
trash.
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