STATE DEPARTMENT’S
CROWLEY CONDEMNS
TREATMENT OF
BRADLEY MANNING:
“COUNTERPRODUCTIVE
AND STUPID”

]

Crowley (via
wikipedia)

When PJ Crowley tweeted this the other day:

These are not #Twitter or #Wikileaks
revolutions. They belong to the people,
but technology can expand and accelerate
the pace of change.

I was going to tweet back that he had to say
that, given the necessity of maintaining the

’

Administration party line on WikilLeaks. I've
pointed out the difficult position our
government’s crackdown on WikilLeaks has put

Crowley in before, after all.

But sometimes the truth has a way of slipping
out:

I just heard an extraordinary remark
from State Department spokesman P.J.
Crowley. He was speaking to a small
audience at MIT on “the benefits of new
media as it relates to foreign policy”,
an event organised by the Center for
Future Civic Media.

Around twenty of us were sitting around
the table listening to his views on
social media, the impact of the
Twittersphere, the Arab uprisings, and
so on, in a vast space-age conference
room overlooking the Charles River and
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the Boston skyline. And then,
inevitably, one young man said he wanted
to address “the elephant in the room”.
What did Crowley think, he asked, about
Wikileaks? About the United States, in
his words, “torturing a prisoner in a
military brig”? Crowley didn’t stop to
think. What’'s being done to Bradley
Manning by my colleagues at the
Department of Defense “is ridiculous and
counterproductive and stupid.”

Wow. Crowley has spent the last several months
condemning the abuse of Middle Eastern dictators
against their citizens. And now, in a room of
twenty people, Crowley has condemned the abuse
our own country commits.

I'll be curious to see whether Crowley even
disputed the assertion that Manning was being
tortured.



