
W APPARENTLY
UNDERSTOOD “WHAT’S
GOOD FOR GM IS GOOD
FOR THE COUNTRY…”
… to refer not to General Motors, but to
Genetically Modified food:

The US embassy in Paris advised
Washington to start a military-style
trade war against any European Union
country which opposed genetically
modified (GM) crops, newly released
WikiLeaks cables show.

In response to moves by France to ban a
Monsanto GM corn variety in late 2007,
the ambassador, Craig Stapleton, a
friend and business partner of former US
president George Bush, asked Washington
to penalise the EU and particularly
countries which did not support the use
of GM crops.

“Country team Paris recommends that we
calibrate a target retaliation list that
causes some pain across the EU since
this is a collective responsibility, but
that also focuses in part on the worst
culprits.

“The list should be measured rather than
vicious and must be sustainable over the
long term, since we should not expect an
early victory. Moving to retaliation
will make clear that the current path
has real costs to EU interests and could
help strengthen European pro-biotech
voices,” said Stapleton, who with Bush
co-owned the St Louis-based Texas
Rangers baseball team in the 1990s.

It would all be funny and pathetic if it didn’t
symbolize something bigger about our country.
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We refuse to pursue an industrial policy in this
country (aside from our unlimited subsidies for
the military industrial complex, of course),
forgoing the measures that our competitors use
to ensure the competitiveness of their country.
But we do deploy our diplomats to short circuit
democratic and legal means other countries use
to support their own economic sovereignty.

Update: I should note that at least one of these
GM-shilling cables were written under Obama’s
Administration. Though in Obama’s case, he
apparently believes both General Motors and
genetically modified exports are good for this
country, since he bailed out the former.

http://213.251.145.96/cable/2007/12/07PARIS4723.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2010/dec/21/wikileaks-cables-mcdonalds-us-el-salvador
http://213.251.145.96/cable/2009/05/09MADRID482.html
http://213.251.145.96/cable/2009/05/09MADRID482.html

