FOURTEEN OTHER
INCIDENCES OF
BLACKWATER FIRING ON
IRAQI CIVILIANS

The Bureau of Investigative Journalism says
there are 14 incidences recorded in today’s
Wikileaks dump alleging that Blackwater fired on
Iraqi citizens (their site appears to be
overloaded, so be persistent).

Two years before Nisour Square, on May
14 2005, the logs allege that Blackwater
shot at a civilian car. The shooting
reportedly killed the driver, but also
injured his wife and child. According to
the logs, the Blackwater guards drove
on.

A year later, on May 2 2006, the logs
claim that Blackwater guards opened fire
on an ambulance attending the scene of
an IED (Improvised Explosive Device)
attack. Again, a civilian - the
ambulance driver — was killed.

There are other cases where Blackwater
guards were alleged to have shown
disregard even for their own lives. On
one occasion, US troops set up a road
block after a car was seen dropping what
looked like an IED. A Blackwater convoy
ignored them, rushing past and
detonating the bomb.

Feb 26 2007

While setting up the northern
cordon site a Blackwater convoy
bypassed heading south
disregarding annihilator ed 3’
vehicle that was in the way.
Convoy was struck by IED and did
not appear to take any or
significant damage.
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Protests over Blackwater

In Iraq, outrage at Blackwater’s methods
grew. A report dated February 2006
alleges that a Blackwater vehicle
escorting US diplomats through Kirkuk
had broken down and that guards opened
fire on an approaching taxi, killing
both civilian occupants.

The US Army report details how residents
took to the streets in protest. Only
after discussions with Iraqi security
forces and local politicians, and the
promise of a US State Department
investigation, did the crowds disperse.

This last bit-the promises made in 2006, a year
and a half before the Nissour Square incident,
that State would conduct an investigation-are
particularly troubling. Yes, I realize State was
not going to stop using Blackwater in any case.
But it'd be nice if we just fulfilled the
promises we made to the Iraqgis.
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