
AND NOW THEY'RE
DISCLAIMING
RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THEIR BRIEFINGS
Surprise, surprise. Just days after Crazy Pete
Hoekstra did what Crazy Pete Hoekstra attacked
Nancy Pelosi for last year–accused the CIA of
lying–he’s now caught in another position he has
criticized Pelosi for–not objecting in a
briefing to an Administration policy he
subsequently claimed to be vehemently opposed
to. On Meet the Press this morning, John Brennan
revealed that he briefed the Republican members
of the Gang of Eight about the treatment of
underwear bomber Umar Farouk Adbulmutallab (this
is already an improvement on Bush policy, since
they usually only briefed the Gang of Four). And
they didn’t raise any objections to the planned
treatment of him.

The Obama administration briefed four
senior Republican congressional leaders
on Christmas about the attempted
terrorist attack on a Detroit-bound
flight.

White House counterterrorism chief John
Brennan said that Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), House Minority
Leader John Boehner (R-Ohio), Sen. Kit
Bond (R-Mo.) and Rep. Pete Hoekstra (R-
Mich.) did not raise any objections to
bombing suspect Umar Farouk
Abdulmutallab being held in FBI custody.

“They knew that in FBI custody there is
a process that you follow. None of those
individuals raised any concerns with me
at this point,” Brennan said on NBC’s
“Meet the Press.” “They were very
appreciative of the information.”

The Republicans are, predictably, claiming they
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didn’t know that normal FBI procedure includes
mirandizing suspects, claiming that it wasn’t a
real briefing–anything to sustain their efforts
to politicize national security.

Meanwhile, I’m not holding my breath waiting for
the press to call these Republicans on their
excuses about the briefing or, more importantly,
on their raging hypocrisy. After all, last year
the press was able to sustain itself for several
months over Crazy Pete’s attack on Nancy Pelosi
for this (even while Crazy Pete’s attack was
factually wrong). But somehow they seem to lose
interest when someone like Crazy Pete gets
exposed, for the second time in a week, as a
raging hypocrite.


