
HASAN AND WAR
CRIMES AND
CONGRESSIONAL
BRIEFINGS
At first, I didn’t make too much over this
report that Nidal Hasan may have gone on a
killing spree because his requests that his
patients be investigated for war crimes was
denied.

Fort Hood massacre suspect Nidal Malik
Hasan sought to have some of his
patients prosecuted for war crimes based
on statements they made during
psychiatric sessions with him, a captain
who served on the base said Monday.

Other psychiatrists complained to
superiors that Hasan’s actions violated
doctor-patient confidentiality, Capt.
Shannon Meehan told The Dallas Morning
News.

[snip]

It wasn’t clear Monday what information
Hasan received from patients and what
became of his requests for prosecution.
ABC News, citing anonymous sources,
reported that his superiors rejected the
requests, and that investigators suspect
this triggered the shootings.

But then I got interested that the same article
reported that the Senate Armed Services
Committee briefing on the killing was postponed
yesterday.

That’s because the House Intelligence Committee
has just given Chair Silvestre Reyes’
explanation for the postponement.

Due to the high visibility of the issues
surrounding the tragic event at Fort
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Hood, the President has instructed the
National Security Council to assume
control of all informational briefings.
The NSC has directed that the
leadership, as well as the chairmen and
ranking minority members of the relevant
congressional committees receive
briefings first.

I have been told that the Director of
National Intelligence is still committed
to providing the full membership a
briefing on the activities within the
jurisdiction of this Committee. I
believe that this will occur, and I will
push to schedule a briefing before the
end of this week. [my emphasis]

As Spencer reported last week, John Brennan got
put in charge of reviewing what the IC knew of
Hasan last week.

On November 6, 2009, I directed that an
immediate inventory be conducted of all
intelligence in U.S. Government files
that existed prior to November 6, 2009,
relevant to the tragic shooting at Fort
Hood, Texas, especially anything having
to do with the alleged shooter, Major
Nidal Malik Hasan, U.S. Army. In
addition, I directed an immediate review
be initiated to determine how any such
intelligence was handled, shared, and
acted upon within individual departments
and agencies and what intelligence was
shared with others. This inventory and
review shall be conducted in a manner
that does not interfere with the ongoing
criminal investigations of the Fort Hood
shooting.

The results of this inventory and
review, as well as any recommendations
for improvements to procedures and
practices, shall be provided to John
Brennan, Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security and Counterterrorism,
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who will serve as the principal point of
contact on this matter for the White
House. Preliminary results of this
review shall be provided by November 30,
2009.

But back when Obama made that decision, it did
not object to the many briefings scheduled. Only
now it’s NSC–presumably Brennan–dictating what
briefings the various committees will get, and
making the decision to postpone the general
committee briefings.

The NSC has just basically made this a Gang of
Eight type of briefing (though they seem to be
including other Chairs besides Intelligence)–if
only for the moment. It may be they’re hiding
more extensive known ties to al Qaeda than has
been reported (by everyone except Crazy Pete
Hoekstra). Or it may be they’re trying to keep
something else quiet.


