
MCCAIN ON THE
TORTURE MEMOS
When asked about his feelings about the release
of the torture memos, McCain recalled his
efforts in 2005 to make torture (more) illegal.

As you know it was my legislation, the
Detainee Treatment Act, that prohibited
torture, that said we had to abide by
the Geneva Convention for treatment of
enemy combatants and wish that we had
done that. But release of these memo
helps no one, doesn’t help America’s
image, does not help us address the
issue, and I think it was a serious
mistake.

I wonder what McCain thinks about this footnote
from the May 10, 2005 "Techniques" memo? Though
it reflects an earlier Congressional effort than
McCain’s attempt to make torture (more) illegal
passed later that year, the bill Bradbury
mentions was part of the effort in 2005 to bring
interrogation under the rule of law.

Finally, we note that section 6057(a) of
H.R. 1268 (109th Cong. 1st Sess.), if it
becomes law, would forbid expending or
obligating funds made available by that
bill to "subject any person in the
custody or under the physical control of
the United States to torture," but
because the bill would define "torture"
to have "the meaning given that term in
section 2340(1) of title 18, United
States Code, 6057(b)(1), the provision
(to the extent it might apply here at
all) would merely reaffirm the
preexisting prohibitions on torture in
sections 2340-2340A.

Maybe McCain doesn’t like having these memos
released because they demonstrate the disdain
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with which the Bush Administration treated
Congressional attempts to end the torture
program?

Sign the petition telling Attorney General Eric
Holder to appoint a special prosecutor to
investigate torture here. 
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