CRAZY PETE
HOEKSTRA’S MISPLACED
PRIORITIES ON KEEPING
SECRETS

As I pointed out last week, Crazy Pete Hoekstra,
the ranking member of the House Intelligence
Committee, says we can’t have whistleblower
protection included in the stimulus package
because it would compromise our national
security if intelligence community
whistleblowers could safely tell Congress (in a
classified setting) about fraud and wrong-doing.

After which, Crazy Pete promptly went to Iraq
and posted the classified details of his and
John Boehner’s trip to his Twitter account.

A delegation led by House Minority
Leader John A. Boehner , R-0Ohio, arrived
in Iraq earlier today, and because of
Rep. Peter Hoekstra , R-Mich., the
entire world — or at least Twitter.com
readers—now know they’re there.

“Just landed in Baghdad,” messaged
Hoekstra, a former chairman of the
Intelligence panel and now the ranking
member, who is routinely entrusted to
keep some of the nation’s most closely
guarded secrets.

Before the delegation left Washington,
they were advised to keep the trip to
themselves for security reasons. A few
media outlets, including Congressional
Quarterly, learned about it, but agreed
not to disclose anything until the
delegation had left Iraq.

Nobody expected, though, that a lawmaker
with such an extensive national security
background would be the first to break
the silence. And in such a big way.

Not only did Hoekstra reveal the
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existence of the lawmakers’ trip, but
included details about their itinerary
in updates posted every few hours on his
Twitter page, until he suddenly stopped,
for some reason, on Friday morning.

See, we can’t have whistleblowers share secrets
in classified settings. Because that takes all
the fun, for members of the Gang of Eight, out
of sharing secrets via Twitter.



