
RIP TANTA

Tanta was an example of what is best about the
blogosphere: someone with real
expertise–expertise (on mortgage finance) that
at one point seemed obscure, until it became
utterly critical to all of our lives–who
contributed pseudonymously and humorously to the
great enlightening conversation we conduct in
the blogosphere.

Tanta passed away this morning of ovarian
cancer.

Calculated Risk has a long post reflecting on
her contributions. Here’s my favorite paragraph:

Tanta liked to ferret out the details.
She was inquisitive and had a passion
for getting the story right. Sometimes
she wouldn’t post for a few days, not
because she wasn’t feeling well, but
because she was reading through volumes
of court rulings, or industry data, to
get the facts correct. She respected her
readers, and people noticed.

I never met Tanta in person, though I remember
the joy I had one day when I mentioned her in a
post and she emailed me and I discovered she was
reading me and I was reading her. It so happens
that that exchange came about because she was
kicking the NYT’s ass on their inadequate
coverage of the mortgage crisis. 

Today, the NYT honored her with an obituary.

My condolences to her family and loved ones. I
am thankful that she shared her expertise at a
time when we were all so frantically trying to
learn about it.
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