
PUTIN LOGIC
To shamelessly borrow a great story from
scoutprime:

Nicolas Sarkozy saved the President of
Georgia from being hanged “by the balls”
— a threat made last summer by Vladimir
Putin, according to an account that
emerged yesterday from the Élysée
Palace.

[snip]

With Russian tanks only 30 miles from
Tbilisi on August 12, Mr Sarkozy told Mr
Putin that the world would not accept
the overthrow of Georgia’s Government.
According to Mr Levitte, the Russian
seemed unconcerned by international
reaction. “I am going to hang
Saakashvili by the balls,” Mr Putin
declared. 

Mr Sarkozy thought he had misheard.
“Hang him?” — he asked. “Why not?” Mr
Putin replied. “The Americans hanged
Saddam Hussein.”

Mr Sarkozy, using the familiar tu, tried
to reason with him: “Yes but do you want
to end up like [President] Bush?” Mr
Putin was briefly lost for words, then
said: “Ah — you have scored a point
there.”

You know, I know the Villagers have a lot of
polite reasons for not holding Bush and Cheney
accountable. But doesn’t this present a really
compelling reason for investigations and
consequences? Not so much to protect Mikheil
Saakashvili’s balls, mind you, but as a check on
Vladimir Putin?

https://www.emptywheel.net/2008/11/14/putin-logic/
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