
MAYBE HE WAS HELPING
BANANA REPUBLICANS
FUND TERRORISTS? OR
BACK AT GITMO,
OVERSEEING TORTURE?
Via CREW, here’s little Where’s Waldo Chertoff
game for you to play. You see, CREW decided to
find out where Michael Chertoff was when New
Orleans was drowning under the Katrina deluge.
The first time they asked, DHS gave them
Chertoff’s calendars for every day but the day
Chertoff oversaw NOLA’s flood.

To answer that question CREW filed a
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request with the Department of Homeland
Security seeking, among other documents,
calendar entries for Secretary Chertoff.

In response, the agency produced pages
and pages of calendar entries with one
curious omission: August 30, 2005.

So they asked again. And–in spite of the fact
they got all these calendars for other
dates–they apparently still can’t find one for
August 30, 2005.

When pressed by CREW, the agency
purportedly redoubled its search, but
still came up empty handed. The best it
could do was a record of a meeting that
it claimed Secretary Chertoff had in
Atlanta with the Center for Disease
Control and an event with FEMA
employees; the document, however, does
not even mention the Secretary by name
or title.

So here’s a little game, to get you back into
the swing of things after the July 4 holiday.
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What would be so embarrassing, that DHS has
conveniently lost Chertoff’s calendar for that
day? 


