
FILIPINO MONKEY …
BORAT … SAME
DIFFERENCE
Kudos to LS, who labeled the crazy voice on the
US version of the confrontation between the US
and Iran "Borat." A pretty close guess, as it
turns out. The Navy Times is now reporting that
the voice may well have come from a local
jokester referred to as "Filipino Monkey" (h/t
TPMM).

In recent years, American ships
operating in the Middle East have had to
contend with a mysterious but profane
voice known by the ethnically insulting
handle of “Filipino Monkey,” likely more
than one person, who listens in on ship-
to-ship radio traffic and then jumps on
the net shouting insults and jabbering
vile epithets.

Navy women — a helicopter pilot hailing
a tanker, for example — who are
overheard on the radio are said to
suffer particularly degrading treatment.

Several Navy ship drivers interviewed by
Navy Times are raising the possibility
that the Monkey, or an imitator, was
indeed featured in that video.

Rick Hoffman, a retired captain who
commanded the cruiser Hue City and spent
many of his 17 years at sea in the Gulf
was subject to the renegade radio talker
repeatedly, often without pause during
the so-called “Tanker Wars” of the late
1980s.

“For 25 years there’s been this mythical
guy out there who, hour after hour,
shouts obscenities and threats,” he
said. “He could be tied up pierside
somewhere or he could be on the bridge
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of a merchant ship.”

And the Monkey has stamina.

“He used to go all night long. The guy
is crazy,” he said. “But who knows how
many Filipino Monkeys there are? Could
it have been a spurious transmission?
Absolutely.”

So when asked if this (or these) jokesters might
be responsible for the threats, Chief of Naval
Operations Adm. Gary Roughead offered a really
lame response.

When asked if U.S. officials considered
whether the threats came from someone
besides the Iranians when releasing the
video and audio, Roughead said: “The
reason there is audio superimposed over
the video is it gives you a better idea
of what is happening.”

What is likely happening, you goofball, is that
some guy sitting in the Persian Gulf is laughing
his ass off that his pranks almost started World
War III. And that no one in the US military (to
say nothing of the Administration) is now
willing to admit how stoopid they look for
releasing transparently ridiculous audio along
with the video.

We almost just started a war on the basis of the
functional equivalent to a prank phone call.


